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INTRODUCTION 

The  Western  world  awaits  with  considerable  interest,  the  Iwelve 
divisions  which  West  Germany  is  supposed  to  contribute  to  NATO.  Some  (parti- 
cularly the  French)  view  the  newly  emerging  West  Geriiian  arny  with  considerable 
misgivings  based'  upon  raeaories  of  the  past  -  nemories  of  Prussianism  and  mili- 
tarism rxin  rampant.  Such  people  tend  to  see  the  Germans  champing  at  the  bit, 
eager  to  take  up  arms  again  so  as  to  be  the  foremost  military  power  on  the 
continent,  and  hence  able  to  dominate  its  neighbors.  On  the  other  hand,  others 
in  the  West,  are  impatient  with  the  rate  of  the  buildup  of  the  West  German 
army  and  fear  that  the  West  Gerr^ns  do  not  have  any  heart  in  the  project. 
They  see  in  the  parliamentary  debates  evidence  of  a  national  reaction  to  past 
militarism  (even  recoil),  and  proof  that  the  new  army  will  not  only  be  an  overly 
long  time  coming,  but  that  its  individual  soldiers  will  have  no  fighting  morale. 

The  present  study  was  designed  to  determine  just  what  West  Gerrrans 
actually  are  thinking  about  their  new  arr-y  -  how  much  they  welcome  it,  if 
they  do  -  and  how  they  would  like  it  to  develop. 

The  report  is  based  upon  «.  eurvey  conducted  during  the  period 
December  5  to  15,  1955-  The  1525  adult  respondents  in  West  Germany  and  280 
in  West  Berlin  coraprising  the  saiuples  were  selected  according  to  area  probabi- 
lity mett'-ds  and  are  representative  of  the  populations  in  those  areas  l8  years 
of  age  and  over. 

Interviewing  was  conducted  by  DIVO-Gesellschaft  fuer  Markt-  und 
Me inungsfors Chung  m.b.H.,  Frankfurt /Ma in,  a  German  survey  organization  working 
under  contract  with  the  Research  Staff. 


-  1 


ISB^msD 


{'<■[{  W'-.'f\  * •"-'' 


.rifll^e5ni;jE 


UNCLASSIFIED 


SUMMARY 

Knowledge  concerning  the  new  West  German  army  does  not  appear  to 
be  pa.rticularly  high  aj.iong  the  population.  Actually,  three  out  of  ten  were 
not  even  aware  that  there  was  a  new  amy  under  formation  and  seven  out  of  ten 
did  not  know  how  big  the  amy  was  supposed  to  be  (either  in  terras  of  divisions 
or  in  terms  of  total  manpower) . 

There  is  no  concerted  rush  either  to  set  up  the  amy  or  to  sTell 
its  ranks.  Only  a  slight  plurality  is  in  favor  of  establishing  the  amed 
forces  at  the  present  tirae.  A  majority  does,  however,  consider  that  it  is 
necessary.  The  unconvinced  segoents  of  the  population  in  both  cases  are 
considerable.  Popular  uncertainty  is  further  found  over  the  question  of  having 
either  a  volunteer  or  a  draft  an-,iy.  Equal  proportions  (2  out  of  5)  favor 
each  alternative. 

While  less  than  one  out  of  ten  (6^)  welcomes  the  emergence  of  the 
ar.  y  enough  to  wish  to  volunteer,  almost  two-thirds  (6U^)  make  it  clear  tha.t 
they  will  go  along  willingly,  if  not  eagerly,  should  they  be  draftafil.  The 
picture  is  the  ssaae   among  young  men  of  dra.ft  age  (l8  to  2U  years  of  age). 
True,  -^nly  5^  say  they  would  volunteer,  but  then  only  'J'f>   say  they  would  refuse 
to  serve  under  any  conditions . 

In  having  an  army,  tne  average  West  Gen.a.n  would  like  to  see  it 
different  from  the  past.  A  majority  does  not  want  the  army  to  enjoy  any 
special  privileges  within  the  society,  and  does  not  want  the  old  system  of 
strict  drill  and  blind  obedience  to  be  incorporated  in  the  new  army.  On  the 
latter  point,  however,  they  are  quite  uncertain  whether  their  wishes  vill  in 
fact  be  respected. 

In  their  parliamentary  itianuevering,  the  Bundestag  representatives 
are  (whether  they  know  it  or  not)  reflecting  popular  uncertainty  over  the 
necessity  for  insuring  civilian  control  over  the  military.  Within  the  popula- 
tion for  every  ko   people  favoring  the  idea,  there  are  15  opposed,  and  most  im- 
portant, another  k^   who  do  not  know  what  to  think. 
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Section  I,  -  Knowledge 

THREE -TENTHS  STILL  UN/iWAEE  TH/iT  GERM/iNY  m\S   AN  /iRMY  AGAIN.... 

Despite  the  running  newspaper  discussions  about  the  coming  of  the 
new  West  Geman  ar.r.y  no  more  than  JO'f)   of  the  population  knew  this  to  be  a 
fact  after  it  had  actually  occurred.  Even  West  Berlin^  where  knowledge  of 
current  e .ents  of  imprtance  to  Germany  is  usually  higher  than  in  West  Germany, 
is  not  too  informed.  There  67^  said  that  there  was  a  new  army,  as  against 
71^  saying  that  in  West  Germany.  West  Berlin's  lack  of  information  is  further 
seen  in  the  figure  of  20^  who  said  that  there  was  no  new  army.   In  West  Germany 
only  lU^  made  this  incorrect  response. 

''Can  you  tell  me  whether  West  Germany  has  an  army  of 
its  own  again  already,  or  whether  this  isn't  yet  the 
case?" 

West      Men    West 
Gcnoany    l8-2if  Berlin 
(1323)     (83)   (280) 

Army  of  its  own  71^     87^      67^ 

Not  yet  the  case  ik  8      20 

Don't  know  15       5      I3 

100^     100^     lOC^ 

The  young  men  who  will  make  up  the  budding  West  German  army  are 
considerably  more  aware  of  the  existence  of  the  army  than  the  average  West  German, 
iimong  this  group  (18  -  2k   years  of  age)  almost  nine  out  of  ten  (87^)  knew  that 
the  army  had  been  established. 
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ONLY  THREE  OUT  OF  TEN  KNOW  THE  NUMBER  OF  DIVISIONS  WHICH  ARE  PLANNED. . . . 

Only  about  one  qvaarter  of  the  population  (27^  in  West  Ger/iany  and  25°/i 
ia  West  Berlin)  really  know  hov  many  divisions  (or  how  many  r.ien)  will  comprise 
the  new  Federal  army.  An  additional  3-^11^  have  a  fairly  good  idea  and  may  "be 
included  among  those  considered  to  have  some  knowledge  of  the  numbers  involved. 
Thus  it  is  clear  that  as  the  new  ariay  starts,  the  overwheliiung  proportion  of 
the  population  (some  70^)  are  clearly  unaware  of  how  many  divisions  or  men  are 
to  be  involved. 

Young  men,  in  the  military  age  brackets,  while  slightly  better  in- 
formed {h^'^   have  some  knowledge  of  the  size  of  the  army  to  be)  are  still 
largely  uneducated  since  even  the  majority  of  them  do  not  know. 

'Would  you  please  tell  me  how  many  divisions  are  planned 
for  the  German  federal  army,  as  far  as  you  know,  or  how 
large  the  man  power  of  the  federal  army  is  to  be?" 

W<rt  Men  West 

Geraany  l8-2i^  Berlin 

Right                27^  39^  25% 

ALiiost  right           3  6  U 

Wrong                6  11  10 

No  opinion           6^  kk  6l 

100%  100%  100% 

OVERVfflEmXNG  MAJORITY  SEE  ARMS  COMING  FROM  THE  U.S.A.  ... 

Whether  it  is  knowledge  or  supposition  based  upon  the  known  relation- 
ship between  the  Federal  Republic  and  the  US,  almost  seven-tenths  (65%  in  West 
Germany  and  78%  in  West  Berlin)  name  the  USA  as  the  source  for  the  first  ship- 
•lent  of  arms  for  the  new  army.  Fewer  than  one  out  of  ten  thinks  that  the  arms 
will  come  from  German  production  or  from  some  other  source. 

"Can  you  perhaps  tell  me  from  where  Germany  will  get  the 
first  shipments  of  arms  for  the  new  federal  army?" 

V/est  Men  West 

Germany  l8-2t<^  Berlin 

From  the  USA          65%  77^  TB^ 

From  our  own 

production        5  ^  3 

From  somewhere  else     15  2 

No  opinion           29  lU      17 


-  2  - 


100%     100>      100% 


jDNaASSIFIED 


tTNaASsirtEn) 


LESS  THAN  HALF  BELIEVE  INITIAL  ARMS  WILL  BE  MOST  MODERN  AVAILABLE  . . . 

Soice  suspicion  exists  that  these  first  ar.us  shipments  being  made 
available  frou.  American  supplies  will  not  be  the  most  raodern  and  best  equip- 
ment that  coul:  be  obtained.  The  percentage  believing  that  the  ar.js  will  be 
the  .:ost  modern  (hk'^)   is  larger  than  that  for  those  who  flatly  state  that 
the  arj^  will  not  be  the  best  available  (33?^);  hut  the  group  uncertain  whether 
the  ar.  16  will  be  the  best  or  not  (23^)  can  hardly  be  considered  as  having 
too  much  faith  in  the  quality  of  the  material. 

"Do  you  believe  the  federal  army  will  obtain  the  most 
□odern  and  the  best  equipment  available  with  these 
shipment,   or  do  you  think  this  wili  not  be  the  case?" 

West     Men  West 

Ger.aany  l8-24  Berlin 

Dec.  '55  Dec. '55  Dec.  '55 

(1525)  (83)  (280) 

Best  ec.uip..:ent  available     kk'ft           5U^  C6^ 

Not  the  case               33      33  28 

No  opinion                23      13  6 

-  100^    100^  100^ 
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Section  II.  -  Attitudes  Concerning  the  Nev  West  German  Army 


CAREER  SOLDIERS  ACCORDED  LOWEST  OCCUPATIONAL  PRESTIGE.... 

As  a   device,  to  deteraiine  feelings  concerning  army  life,  a  list  of 
thirteen  occupations  (including  regular  army  soldier,  and  career  officer) 
were  presented  to  all  respondents.  They  vere  asked  to  choose  the  one  which, 
in  their  eyes,  enjoyed  the  highest  prestige  and  the  one  which  had  the  least. 
The  prestige  laden  occupations  were  found  to  be  those  of  doctor,  skilled 
worker,  farmer,  college  professor  and  master  artisan.  Far  in  the  rear, 
hardly  ever  chosen  by  anyone  (and  the  most  often  chosen  for  last  place)  were 
"career  officcer"  and  "regular  army  soldier". 

Replies  of  the  young  men  are  almost  identical  with  thoee  of  the  general 

population . 

"Which  of  the  following  occupations  enjoys  the  great- 
est prestige  with  you?  And  which  takes  last  place?" 


First 
Place 


Last 
Place 


West     Men    West 
Germany  18-2U   Berlin 


West     Men    West 
Germany   l8-2t^   Berlin 


White-collar  worker 

(Bank  clerk,  etc.) 
Businessman 

(Grocer,  etc.) 
Fanner 

College  professor 
Skilled  worker 

(Machinist,  etc.) 
Regular  army,  soldier 
Civil  Servant 

(postal  or  railroad 
service) 
Career  officer 

(military) 
Teacher 
Physician 
Factory  manager 

(executive) 
Politician 
Master  artisan 

(carpenter,  locksmith) 
No  opinion 


2^ 


6^ 


Jf' 


15& 


3 

20 
k 

11 
12 


1 
21 

7 
5 

Ik 
7 


1 

3 

26 

2 

3 

13 
5 


5^ 


1* 

2 

7 

3 

k 

3 

12 

13 

8 

7 

13 

k 

11 

12 

8 

1 

- 

1 

ll* 

16 

15 

k 

1 

3 

* 

- 

« 

18 

29 

21 

6 


100^  100^ 


8 

3 
2 

11 
5 

8 
6 

1 

2 

15 

2 

9 

k 

17 

1* 

26 

a 

15 

-   3 

18 

100^  100^  100^ 


*     Less  than  one  half  of  one  percent. 
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iTTITUDES  UNCHANGED  CONCERNING  THE  NEW  AEMY  OVER  THE  LAST  YEAR.... 

-OlfUT  SLIGHT  PLUR;XITY  FAVORS  SETTING  UP  THE  ARMY  AT  THE  PRESENT  TIME 
-ViHILE  ivj^^JORITY  CONSIDERS  IT  NECESS;\RY  TO  ESTABLISH  ONE 

Almost  i.tntical  peicntages  "■er;  founc.  in  Dsce  btr  IS'55  "to  those 
oun,  in  February  1955  on  the  ..usstion  of  p-.rsonal  axprcal  of  th?.  establish- 
•ent  Oj.  the  ilitary  forcss  no'i   Just  un.  er  half  (^8^)  are  in  favor  of  it. 
hile  about  ten  percent  less  arc  opposeo  (3S^  no<.  ) . 

A\-ong  young  men  ol  iuilitary  age,  there  is  unc'erstandable  division 
if  opinion,  (but  not  uncertainty)  for  the  percentages  favoring  and  opposing 
he  establishment  of  forces  are  nearly  ec^ual  (^7^  for  and  k5i>   against). 

The  West  Berlin  population  is  considerably  more  in  favor  of  the 

etting  up  of  military  forces  than  the  West  German  population.  There  70^  are 

or  it  and  only  27^  against. 

'Are  you  for  or  against  West  Germany  setting  up  military 
forces  now?   (Very  much  or  somei^hat  for  it:)  (Somewhat 
or  very  iuch  against  it?) 

Men     West 
West  Germany     l8-2^^    Berlin 
Feb  '55   Dec. '55   Dec. '55   Dec. '55 
(1867)    (1525)   (83)     (28o) 
Very  much  for  it  l8?b.  ,     19^.  .  o   19?^^  j,7  ^1^  x  7^ 

SoLiewhat  for  it  2?  ''  ^'        29  '  ^°       28  ^  ^ '   29  ■'  '" 

SoDewhat  against  it         I3  .      ik  .  13  .  .    11  > 

Very  much  against  it        2k  ^    ■^'        23  '    ^■'        Z"^  I6  '   ' 

No  opinion  16       13      8     3 

100%      100%      10C%     100% 
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Study  of  the  following  tables  showing  responses  according  to  the 

backgrounc  characteristics  of  the  respondents  reveals  that  the  greatest 

support  for  the  establishjuent  of  the  ormed  forces  is  to  be  found  among: 

Men .  . 

The  better  educated,.. 

Those  in  the  higher  socio-economic  groups... 

Adherents  of  the  CDU  ant  FDP  parties... 

Uneuployed,  professional  people;,  and  business  men... 

Refugees  and  expellees . .  . 

People  in  Hesse^  Loi/er  Saxony^  and  Schleswig-Holstein, . . 

The  luost  opposition  on  the  other  hand  is  to  be  found  among: 

The  midcle  inco  e  groups .  . 

Adherents  of  the  SPD . . . ■ 

Residents  of  cities  over  250,000... 

People   in  Wuerttemberg-Baden  and  Bavaria , . . 

"Are  you  for  or  against  West  Germany  setting  up  military 
forces  now?" 


Total  West  Qenr.any 
Sex: 

Men 

Women 
Education: 


Eleaentary  school 

Beyond  ele..:entary 
Income: 

Up   to  lif9  DM 

150  to  299  DM 

300  to  399  DM 

IfOO  to  1+99  DM 

500  DM  a  no.  more 

No  answer 
Opinion  Leadership  Scale;* 

Very  active 

Somewhat  active 

Re  lainder 
Socio-Economic  Status: 

Upper  classes 

Upper  middle  classes 

Lower  middle  classes 

Lower  classes 


Ag 


Up  to  2i4-  years 
25  to  3^  years 
35  to  i+l^  years 
1+-5  to  5^  years 
55  years   and  above 


No 

No.   of 

For  it 

Against  it 
39^ 

opinion 
13^.. 100^ 

casc-es 

1+8^ 

1525 

56 

36 

8 

659 

ivl 

1+2 

17 

866 

h5 

1+2 

13 

1261+ 

59 

30 

11 

261 

kQ 

28 

21+ 

160 

kQ 

38 

11+ 

312 

h3 

k5 

12 

366 

U2 

k9 

9 

257 

55 

36 

9 

3I+3 

kk 

32 

21+ 

87 

57 

37 

6 

79 

51 

kl 

8 

1+11 

h5 

39 

16 

1035 

63 

27 

10 

59 

5^ 

35 

11 

380 

h5 

h3 

12 

81+8 

kk 

35 

21 

238 

ko 

U5 

15 

163 

kl 

k3 

8 

355 

k^ 

k3 

12 

279 

kl 

ko 

13 

323 

53 

29 

18 

1+05 

(Cont'd  on  next  page) 
'*■     Determined  by  political  and  organizational  participation. 
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(Cont'd  fron  preceding  page) 


Party  Preference: 

SPD 

CDU/CSU 

FDP 

Other  parties 

No  party- 
No  party  preference  stated 
Occupation: 

Professionals 

Businessmen 

VHiite -collar  workers 

SlcilleC   laborers 

Senii-sl.illt:o   laborers 

Domestic   St rvice 

Fa  rme  r s  ,   fa  rniha  ncl  s 

Housei;i:es 

Unemployed 

Pensioners;  retired 

Students;  apprentices 
Religion: 

Catholics 

Protestants 

Others 

No  religion 
Origin: 

Natives 

Expellees,  refugees 
City  size: 


Up 

2;  000 

5;  000 

25,000 
100,000 
250; 000  and  more 
Land: 


1,999 

2'+,999 

99  S9S' 

to  21+9!  999 


to 
to 
to 

to 


Schles-,;ig  Holstein,  Hamburg^  Bremen 

Lower  Saxony 

North  Rhine  Westphalia 

Hesse 

Rhine land  Palatinate 

Wue  r ttembe  rg/Ba  den 

Bavaria 


No 

No.  of 

For  it 

Against  it 

Opinion 

Cases 

37^ 

58?& 

5^ . . 100^ 

33h 

66 

26 

8 

423 

65 

3J* 

1 

81 

53 

39 

8 

79 

38 

hk 

18 

31s 

37 

31^ 

29 

259 

67 

23 

10 

Uo 

61 

28 

11 

86 

hi 

h3 

10 

lUU 

kQ 

k6 

6 

221 

h5 

hQ 

7 

127 

31 

36 

33 

U5 

56 

33 

11 

112 

\2 

kk 

Ik 

522 

73 

20 

7 

15 

51 

29 

20 

200 

5l^ 

23 

23 

13 

h9 

35 

16 

715 

hi 

1»2 

11 

755 

h3 

50 

5 

22 

21^ 

73 

3 

33 

he 

Ul 

13 

1235 

55 

32 

13 

290 

lv9 

36 

15 

1^60 

»^8 

39 

13 

123 

1^6 

1+0 

ll^ 

331^ 

iv9 

ho 

11 

25^ 

58 

33 

9 

138 

39 

51 

10 

216 

53 

1^2 

5 

165 

53 

3*^ 

13 

2llt 

^7 

38 

15 

l^o6 

52 

39 

9 

166 

lt6 

3Jv 

20 

85 

1^2 

^U 

11^ 

207 

»f2 

lv3 

15 

282 
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LEADING  RE/iSONS  GIVEN  IN  FAVOR  OF  SETTING  UP  THE  ARMY ... 

"YOUTH'S  NEED  OF  TR/.INING 
-GERMANY  '  S  NEED  OF  PROTECTION 

Tht  tvio   reasons  asserted  eouslly  often  by  people  in  West  Germany  as 
the  reasons  for  setting  up  the  army  noi;  concern  themselves  liith  imparting  a 
sense  of  oroer  an''  discipline  to  the  youth,  am",  the  country's  need  of  military 
forces  for  its  own  protection  (l6^  each). 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  although  young  men  of  military  age 
put  the  country's  need  for  protection  first  (l8^),  they,  themselves ,  placed 
young  people's  need  for  military  training  second  (9^). 

"Are  you  for  or  against  West  Germany  setting  up 
military  forces  now?   (Very  much  or  somewhat  for 
it?)  (Somev/hat  or  very  much  against  it?)" 

IF  "Very  much"  or  "Somewhat  for  it": 
"For  what  reasons  are  you  for  it?" 

West     Men   West 
Germany  18-2^4-  Berlin 


Qy^r. T.°^?S_P^_°E^,r  ng.b('  KJlitary  training 

"It  would,  be  good  to  teach  our  brutal  youth  some 

discipline" . 
"It  is  imperative  to  take  our  youth  off  the  streets 

as  soon  as  possible  so  that  juvenile  delinquency 

■\,'ill  decline." 
"It  woulc".  be  a  gooc  thing  to  talie  our  young  people 

off  the  street  and  educate  them  right.'' 
"Considering  the  murders  coumitted  by  juveniles, 

it  see  e  Liost  advisable  to  make  military  service 

co..'.pulsary . " 
"Everyr.Tan  who  has  been  a  soldier  has  become  more 

orderly.  Young  people  need  training." 

We  need  military  forces  for  our  protection 

"A  nation  of  60  million  people  wedged  in  between  two 
power  blocs  can't  do  without  military  forces."' 

"I'm  of  the  opinion  that  a  nation  like  Germany 
must  be  able  to  defend  itself,  and  for  that 
purpose  we  need  an  ari;iy  of  our  own." 

"We  need  military  forces  for  our  protection. 
W.  can't  do  without  military  forces." 

"I  hate  war  and  don't  want  to  experience  an- 
other one,  but  we  need  some  sort  of  protect- 
ion in  case  some  other  nation  launches  an  attack." 

**We  must  protect  ourselves,  other  countries  also 
have  military  forces." 
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Weet  Men 

Germany     l8-24 


West 
Berlin 


Every  state  needs     -ilitary  forces   for  reasons 
of  prestige 

"A  country  without  an  army  of  its   own  doesn't 
count." 

"Every  independent  nation  needs  an  ar\.y  to  safe- 
guard its   interests.' 

"A  state  neecs  military  forces   in  orcer  to  be 
recognized  as  a  po'.>(erful  nation  by  the  -world." 

"Every     so  ereign  nation  needs  an  aruy  of  its 
orm.     No  one  \iiill  take  us   seriously  if  we  have 
no  military  forces." 

We  uiust  guard  against  the  peril  froii  the  East 

"It  is  necessary  for  our  security.     The  political 

situation  is   critical  enough,  as  the  Russians 

don't  cease  threatening  us.'' 
"We  need  soldiers  to  give  the  Russians  a  good 

licking  ' 
"We  need  an  ar  y  as  a   defense  weapon  against  the 

Eastern  bloc ." 
'"Only  an  army  of  our  own  men  can  chec'-  Russia 

and  its   satellites  which  are  armed  to  their  teeth." 

We  need  railitary  forces  .   but  a  war  piust  be 
prevented  at  all  costs 

'An  army  is  necessary,    but  for  heaven's  sake, 

let's  steer  clear  of  war." 
"Military  forces  all  right;  but  no  war." 
"If  they  don't  go  farther  than  establishing 

an  array,    I  won't  object." 

We  must  raise  an  a ray  we  have  no  choice 

"An  army  is  a  necessary  evil." 

"We  have  no  choice ^  we  must  do  it." 

Unemployment  would  uecrease  and  our  economy  would 
be  stimulated 

"Our  economy  would  be  stimulated  for  unemployruent 
would  be  reduced." 
'The  rate  of  unemployment  would  be  reduced." 

We  cannot  leave  the  defense  of  our  country  to  foreign 
soldiers 

'We  can't  expect  foreign  nations  to  lend  us  their 

solciers  ten  years  after  the  war." 
"It  is  impossible  for  us  to  be  protected  by  foreign 

troops  for  any  indefinite  period  of  time." 
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West      Men    West 
Germany  l8-2U   Berlin 


Vie  have  to  fulfill  our  obligations  I5&  -  1^ 

'Military  forces  represent  our  contribution 
to  the  Liefense   of  Europe  against  Coirmunism." 

'If  we  want  the  Western  Powers  to  continue  their 
support,  we  have  to  fulfill  our  defense  engage- 
ments .  '■ 

We  might     use  an  ar^ay  as  a  raeans    of  pressure   to 

achie-ye  reunification  »  _  Ij. 

"The  Russians  would  then  show  uiore  respect  and 
more  v/illingness  to  comply  with  our  wishes  re- 
ga  rding  reunif  ica  tion . '' 

Other  answers  12  1 

No  opinion  1  _  » 

51^@        50^@       83^® 


©  Some  respondents  gave  more  than  one  answer, 
*     Less  than  one  half  of  one  percent. 
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OPPOSITION  TO  SETTING  UP  MILIT/O^Y  FORCES  CENTERS  AROUND  UNFORGOTTEN  FEfJRS . . . 

-REMILITARIZATION  WOULD  LEAD  TO  WAR 
-HORRORS  OF  PAST  WARS  TILL  REMH^iBERED 

In  West  Gennany  the   ti;o  leacing  reasons   for  opposing  the   establishr-^ent 

of  lorcas  at  the  present  tie     are: 

Rei^dlitarization  -jouIc-   lea'."   to  another  var   (13^) 

The  last  tvo  v.ars  an.    their  consequences  areuot yet  ingottoi  (P$>) 

Military  age^     youth,   naturally  give  as   their  „.ain  reason,    their 

reluctance   to  be   -uraftc-     (l5^),    vhils   fear  that  it  inight  lead  to  another  war 

(in   ..'hich  they  voulc   be   directly  involve:!)    is   the   seconu  .,ost  often  cite: 


"Are  you  for  or  against  West  Gennany  setting  up  military  forces 
no^.'       (Very  -wuch  or  sai.ev'hat  for  iti)    (Sorae-.'hat  or  very 
much  against  it') 

IF   "Sonisvhat     against   it"   or   ''Very  much  against  it": 
''For  what  reasons  are  you  against  it:'"' 

West  Men         West 

Gerii:any     l8-2U       Berlin 


Keiuilitarization  woulc*.  necessarily  lead  to  another 
•war 

"An  ai-i:,;y  means  war." 

'Because  no  good  -:ill  coriie  of  remilitarization. 

There  will  be  another  war  once  all  nations  are 

ar  ef.  again." 

"A  Genua n  ar  y  would  provoke  other  nations.'' 
'  Ouce  military  forces  are   set  up,    they'll  start 

a    shooting  war  before   long  '! 
"I'm  against  all  measures   that  uight  leau   to  war''. 

The  lest  t-.o  wars  and  their  consequences  are  not 

yet  forgott-n  11- 

''I'm  sick  an.,    tired  of  everj'thing  connected  with 

the  ^.ilitary.     My  brother  was  l.illed  and  :^y  husband 

crippled  in  the   last  war.  ' 
"After  ',;hat  we  -./ent  through,   another  war  would  be 

sii.rply  too  terrible." 
'I  still  have   enough  of  the   last  ^.'ar.      It's   the 

siiiall     an  who  has   to  pay.    while   the   industrialist 

profits  .  '■ 
"I'm  fed  up  with  war.     I  still  remember  the  last  war 

when  we  were  unable   to  feed  ouj"  children  properly." 
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West      Men    West 
Germany   l8-2U   Berlin 


I  am  opposed  to  the  draft  for  personal  reasons;         &jo  15^      2^ 

"I  strictly  refuse  to  become  a  soldier.  I  was 

a  meraber  of  the  Hitler  Youth  some  years  ago. 

I've  had  enough, " 
"I  don't  want  my  husband  to  become  a  soldier  for 

the  third  time . '' 
'I've  got  two  sons,  and  I  don't  want  them  to  be 

drafted." 

I  am  against  militarization  on  principle  2k  3 

"I'm  once  anc.  for  all  against    dlitarization." 
'I'm  against  raising  an  army,   no  matter  what 

country  is  concerned.'' 
'Everything  connected  with  the  ...ilitary  .  akes 

my  blood  boil. 

Mot  all  prisoners  of  war  have  returned  yet  2      2  1 

''Not  before  all  veterans  have  returned  home," 
"Because  after  ten  years  Gerraan  soldiers  are 

still  suffering  in  Russia." 
"As   long  as  Ger^ian  POW's  are  still  retained,   they 

shouldn  t  raise  an  ar:iy.     The  sons  shouldn't  have 

to  march  by  the  prisons   of  their  fathers." 

The  time  is  not  ripe  yet  for  remilitarization  1  1  2 

"The  right  moment  hasn't  come  yet.  The  political 
situation  isn't  stable  enough  '' 

"I  think  it  is  not  the  right  time  for  such  a  pro- 
ject.    Remilitarization  now  would  be  previa ture ." 

Ger.iany  must  be  reunified  first  12  1 

''As   long  as  Ger<  any  isn't  united,   the  setting 

up  of  an  ar^viy  is  out  of  the  ouestion." 
"The  right  time  hasn't  come  yet.     The  two  parte 

of  Germany  must  be  united  first   If  we  refrain 

from  setting  up  an  aniiy,   the  Russians   can't  but 

withdraw  from  the  Eastern  territories." 

The  large  funds  needed  for  rearmament  should  be 

used  for  social  purposes  12       1 

"The  money  needed  for  an  aruy  should  be  invested 
elsewhere  . '' 
''They  should  look  after  the  needy  people  first'" 
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West  Men  West 

Germany       l8-2^         Berlin 

The  Genvian  soldier  has   been  aefamed,   and  the 

raising  of  an  army  prohibited  1^  -  Iji 

'Because  German  soldiers  have  been  "badly  treated^ 

and  contemptuously  handled.'' 
"They  once  prohibited  the  raising  of  a  German  army 

and  noi?  we  are  supposed  to  have  one  again. 

The  strength  propose^.;  for  an  army    is   infldeguate  1.2  * 

"Military  forces   of  our  oim  will  never  be  a   deci- 
sive factor   in  worlu  developments.'' 

''Because  \;e  will  never  be   strong  enough  for  an 
effective  resistance   '' 

Other  and   qualified  answers  3^3 

''An  ariuy  will  smite  things  worse.'' 

"I  will  approve  of  raising  an  arir^y  only  if  it 

is  meant  exclusively  for  defense  purposes.     It 

must  not  fight  for  other  nations'.' 


No  opinion^  no  answer ^    irrelevant  answers 


-51^®  3^@  W® 


@     Some  respondents  gave  more  than  one  anser. 
*     Less  than  one  half  of  one  percent. 
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On  the  necessity  of  establishing  the  army,  the  West  German  population 
(including  th^  military-age  youth)  are  much  more  positive.  About  six -tenths 
can  still  see  some  necessity  for  it  (6o^  in  February  1955  and  63^  in  December) . 
West  Berliners  are  even  aiore  emphatic  concerning  the  need^  for  close  to  nine- 
tenths  (87^)  of  them  Sv.e  some  need  to  establish  the  amy  again. 

"Regardless  of  whether  you  personally  like  it  or  not,  how 
necessary  do  you  consider  it  for  us  to  have  an  army  again?" 

Men  West 

West  Germany      lQ-2k  Berlin 

Feb. '55     Dec. '55   Dec. '55  Dec. '55 

(1867)      (1525)    (83)  (260) 

Absolutely  necessary  l&jo)  ik^i)  8^)        32^) 

Very  necessary  16  )  60      I8  )  63   22  )  67      27  )  87 

Somewhat  necessary  28  )  31  )  37  )        28  ) 

Not  so  necessary  11  10  12           5 

Not  at  all  necessary  ik  15  15           5 

No  opinion  15  12  6           3 


100^        100^      100^        100^ 
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By  and  large  the  necessity  for  having  an  army  again  is  seen  most  clearly 

by  the  sa -vj  groups  in  the  population  who  vere  in  favor  of  the  reestablishment 

of  the  arned  forces.  These  groups  are,: 

The  men . . . 

The  better  educated... 

The  higher  socio-economic  groups... 

The  lowest  and  highest  income  groups... 

The  unemployed  and  professional  people... 

Those  over  55  years  of  age... 


"Regardless  of  whether  you  personally  like  it  or  not, 
how  necessary  do  you  consider  it  for  us  to  hove  an 

any  again?'' 


Total  West  Germany 
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REASONS  FCR  THE  HECSSSITy  OF  AN  ARMY  EMPHASIZE  NEED  FOR  SECURITy 

Ap-proxiiiiately  two-thirds  of  the  reasons  given  why  military  forces 
are  necessar;^'  at  the  present  time  have  as  their  the.e  the  need  to  safeguard 
the  security  of  the  country  (i+2^) ,  indeed  half  of  the  reasons  given  cite 
this  point  explicitly.   The  seconC  most  often  cited  reason  is  the  necessity 
to  give  military  training  to  the  younger  generation  (11^). 


"Regarcless  of  whether  ycoi  personally  like  it  or  not, 
how  necessary  do  you  consider  it  for  us  to  have  an 
array  again'" 

IF  "Absolutely  necessary",  "Very  necessary'';  or  "Somewhat 
necessary: 
"Why  do  you  consider  it  to  be  necessary?" 


Summary  Table 

West. Germany 

FOR  SECURITY  (^+2^) 

Just  like  any  other  country  -  we  must  be 

able  to  protect  ourselves  33^ 

We  must  be  safe  from  the  menace  of  the 

East  7 

We  -ust  do  our  share  to  insure  the 

security  of  the  West  1 

Troops  of  one's  own  are  more  reliable  than 

thoEvi  of  foreign  countries  1 

FOR  PRESTIGE  (  6^) 

A  sovereign  country  must  have  an  army  5 

We  must  be  able  to  cefend  our  interests 

against  Russia  and  must  have  a  voice 

in  unification  1 

FOR  DOMESTIC  REASONS  (1^^) 

Military  training  is  necessary  for  young 

people  11 

An  ar.-y  is  needed  to  uaintain  order  within 

a  country 
Uneiiiployment  \;oulv.".  be  reduced  and  business 

and  industry  stimulated  -1 


2 


OTHER  ANSWERS  (   ^) 

NO  OPINION,   NO  ANSV7ER  (   2^) 
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"Regardless  of  whether  you  personally  like  it  or  not, 
how  necessary  do  you  consider  it  for  us  to  have  an 
army  again?" 

IF  "Absolutely  necessary" .  "Very  necessary" .  or  "Scmevhat 
necessary: 
"VJhy  do  you  consider  it  to  he  necessary?" 

West       Men     West 
Germany    l8-2l»    Berlin 

Just  like  any  other  country  -  we  must  he  ahle  to 

protect  ourselves:  SB?      39^      357> 

"We  must  ha.ve  soldiers  who  will  protect  the 
Federal  Repuli.lic." 

"Because  we  n.ust  he  able  to  defend  ourselves 
in  case  of  a  surprise  attack." 

"Because  every  country  must  have  defense  machin- 
ery, otherwise  it  will  he  a  plaything  of  the 
other  powers." 

"We  need  protection,  just  as  all  the  other  countries 

do." 
"Unfortunately,  we  have  no  choice  but  to  Jump  with 
the  jumping  ca.ts.  If  all  the  other  nations  conti- 
nue to  rearm,  we  simply  have  to  guard  against  acts 
of  aggression." 

Military  training  is  necessary  for  young  people 

"It  certainly  would  be  a  good  thing  to  teach  those 

young  louts  seme  discipline." 
"There  must  be  something  which  inspires  the  young 

with  respect." 
"The  young  must  be  stopped  from  idling  in  the 

streets.  They  are  an  awful  cheekj-  lot.'' 
"Only  in  the  aray  do  young  men  get  an  all-round 

education." 

We  must  be  safe  from  th?  menace  from  the  East 

"We  are  forced  to  set  up  an  army  because  of  the 
Russian  peril." 

"An  army  means  a  coimterpoise  against  the  meas- 
ures taJcen  by  the  Eastern  bloc." 

"It's  necessary  for  us  -  as  a  protection  against 
enslavement  at  the  hands  of  the  Communists." 

"We  must  have  a  protection  as  the  Russians  have 
footholds  all  over  the  world.  We  started  much 
too  late . " 


(Cont'd  on  next  page) 

-  18  -  " 

UNaASSIFIED 


10  29 


(Cont'd  from  preceding  page) 


maASSIFIED 


A  sovereign  coiintry  must  have  an  army 

''A  state  without  an  army  isn't  a  state  in  the 
regular  sense  of  the  word." 

"Once  we  have  an  army,  the  others  will  recog- 
nize us  as  a  fully  sovereign  state." 

"A  country  without  an  army  is  an  absurdity, 
ev-en  the  Vatican  has  soldiers  of  its  oxm.f 

"So  that  we  vrill  regain  the  respect  which 
we  once  commanded  in  the  world.  A  country 
without  military  forces  is  a.  pitiful  thing, 
indeed . " 

An  army  is  needed  to  uiaintain  order  within  a 
country 

"Military  forces  can  see  to  it  that  peace  and 
order  are  maintained  -  that  the  security  of 
the  country  is  safegioarded." 

"It's  necessary  for  keeping  order  within  the 
country." 

We  must  do  our  share  to  insure  the  security  of 
the  West 

"In  order  to  support  the  fight  against  Communism 

in  which  the  West  is  engaged.'' 
''It's  necessary  because  we  have  to  contribute  towards 

the  security  of  Europe . " 

We  must  be  able  to  defend  our  interests  against 
Russia  and  must  have  a  voice  in  negotiations 

"Because  we  must  have  strong  trumps  when  dealing 

with  the  Russians.'' 
"I  hope  and  trust  that  thus  reunification  will  be 

brought  about  sooner.'' 
"Because  we  must  be  able  to  make  our  weight  felt 

in  a  future  showdown." 

Troops  of  one ' s  own  are  iuore  reliable  than  those 
of  foreign  cotmtries 

■'Because  we  can  rely  more  trustfully  on  troops 
of  our  own  than  on  those  of  other  countries." 
''Some  fine  day  the  Allies  will  beat  it,  no  doubt." 

Unemployment  would  be  reduced  and  business  and 
industry  stimulated 

"Because  setting  up  armed  forces  will  only  bring 

economic  advantages." 
''An  army  would  absorb  many  unemployed  young 

men." 


West 

Germany 

5$ 


Men 
18 -2l^ 


West 
Berlin 

10^..- 


(Cont'd  on  next  page) 
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Other  a.nsvers 


West 
Germany 

2$ 


Men 
18 -2U 

1^ 


''Then  there  will  be  no  occupation  costs  any 

longer.'' 
"Because  a  nation  that  does  not  have  the  will 

to  defend  itself  is  no  good." 

No  opinion,  no  answer 


2 


West 
Berlin 

1^ 


w>® 


®     Some  respondents  gave  more  than  one  answer. 
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REA3CNS  FOR  CCNSIDERINO  AN  ARMY  N'T  NECESSARY 

"Regardless  of  whether  you  personally  like  it  or  not, 
how  necessary  do  you  consider  it  for  us  to  have  an 
aroiy  again?" 

IF  "Not  so  necessary",  ''Not  at  all  necessary." 
"Why  do  you  consider  it  to  be  (not  so  necessary)  (not  at  all 
necessary)  !'' 

West      Men    West 
Germany   l8-2U   Berlin 

An  army  means  war  Off)  yft  2$ 

"As  soon  as  we  have  an  amy  again,   there  will 

be  war." 

'It  will  only  result  in  war.'' 
"The  sooner  we  have  an  arrjy,   the  greater  is  the 

possibility  of  a  war." 
"A  country  that  has  no  army  won't  be  attacked. 

I  regard  an  amy  as  a   challenge." 

We  can  get  along  without  an  army  U  10  2 

"Germany  can  be  a  healthy  state  without  main- 
taining an  army.'' 

"We  don't  need  '^ne .     It's  not  necessary." 

"I  think  that  peace  can  be  maintained  even 
if  we  don't  have  an  army." 

Our   (lir.dted)  armed  forces  will  be  ineffective 

especially  in  an  atomic  war  3  ^  ^ 

"As   it  is  now,   these  few  divisions  have  no 

importance  at  all.     If  Russia   starts  a  war, 

we  ore  the  loser  in  any  cose.'' 
"BecQuae  in  the  atomic  age  soldiers  won't 

play  a   decisive  part." 
"Because  the  ^est  German  armed  forces  can't  be 

a  decisive  factor  in  the  balance  of  power  between 

iilast  and  West." 

An  army  would  be  too  heavy  a  drain  on  our  resources  » 

tasks  in  the  social  sector  are  mrre  important  2       2      1 

"Costs  too  much  of  our  money'.  First  they  should  see  to 

it  that  the  war-disabled  are  looked  after  properly.'* 
'There  are  still  so  many  important  problems  to  be 

solved." 

T  am  opposed  for  financial  reasons.  The  money 

should  be  used  for  social  purposes." 
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We  Germans  know  from  experience  where  war  leads 

"Meinories  of  the  last  var  still  haunt  me." 
"Later  on  our  boys  will  again  be  regarded  as  war 
crLainals ." 

Police  units  provide  adquate  protection 

"They  should  eet-ahlish  police  forces,  that's 

q.uite  sufficient." 
"Police  forces  will  do." 


West 
German 

«9t 


Men 
l8-2i» 

1?^ 


West 
Berlin 


ii> 


The  Western  Powers  protect  us 

"There  are  the  British  and  the  Americans  to  defend 
us." 
"Occupation  troops  guarantee  our  security." 

We  cannot  act  independently  anyway 

"We  haven't  i::uch  say  and  our  political  course 
is  determined  by  the  foreign  countries," 

"There's  nothing  we  can  really  do.  The  others 
just  tolerate  us  and  won't  ask  whether  we  agree 
to  something  or  not . " 

ether  answers 

"Geraany  c  3uld  be  neutral  for  once." 
"Should  Germans  fight  against  each  other?'' 

No  opinion,  no  answer 


2 


27^ 


@  Some  repondents  gave  more  than  one  answer. 
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MAJORITY  UNEKTHUSIASTIC  ABOUT  THE  ARMY   (BUT  WILLING  TO  PUT  UP  WITH  IT) 

As  a   sort  of  summai-y  of  reactions  to  the   reestablish. '.cnt  of  military 
forces  in  West  Ger.any^   the  follovring  cuestion  \.'as  presented  with  a   card 
containing  the  six  possible  ansvers       Th^   15^  selecting  one   of  the  first  tvo 
alttrnatives   ::ay  be   consicert;    those  T^ho  really  welco^^ie  the   reenergencc   of  the 
nev  West  Genncn  ar  y.     The  IS^^  who  selectee   one  of  the  last  two,  are  those 
\;ho  are  not  happy  to  see  this  talit  place.      It  can  be  noticea.   therefore,   thet 
the  mcjority   (59^)   selectee    one   of  the  Eicj.le  t'v;o  choices.     Such  selection 
can  be  ta'.en  as  on  incication  of  compliance  but  \;ithout  enthusiasm. 

"Here  you'll  find  different  views  dealing  with  the  military 
in  general.  Would  you  please  tell  me  which  of  these  views 
corresponds  most  closely  to  your  own  feelings?"    (CARD) 

West  Men         West 

Germany         l8-2^       Berlin 

I  thinlc  it's  grand  that  we  have  Eiilitary 

forces  once  ::;ore  3^ )               1^ )             5^ 

I  feel  the  aruy  is  quite  a   good  institution  )  15              )   11 

which  one   should  welcoiAe  12    )              10    )           15 
Military  forces   simply  are  necessary, 

whether  you  like   it  or  not  ^^    )             ^^    )           ^^ 

Although  I  don't  paittcuLa rly  like  the  idea  ^  eg              )   f^ 

of  an  army,  unfortunately  one  cannot  get  %                     \ 

along  without  it  23    ''            35    ^          23 

lb  against  militarization  on  principle  ^^    )             ^^    )             ^ 

Whenever  I  see  or  hear  anything  of  the  )  ^^             )   ^^ 

military,   I  feel  sick  6    '               5                 ^ 

No  opinion  7                    13 

ICO?^  100?.  100^ 


68 
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The  segments  of  the  population  having  the  most  favorable  attitude 

toward  armed  forces  in  the  Federal  Republic  are: 

The  lo'.rest  income  group,.. 
The  lowest  socio-economic  groups... 
Refugees  and  expellees ... 
Residents  of  Lower  Saxony... 

The  least  favorable  attitude  (verging  into  opposition)  on  the  other  hand  is 

to  be  found  r.iost  prevalent  aiaong: 

Skilled  and  serai -skilled  workers.... 

Adherents  of  the  SPD . , . 

Residents  of  Rhineland-Pfalz  and  Wuerttemberg-Baden. . . 


"Here  you'll  find  different  views  dealing  with  the 
military  in  general.  Would  you  please  tell  me  which 
of  these  views  corresponds  most  closely  to  your  own 
feelings  i"'   (C/vRD) 


Total  West  Gerraany 


Unenthusi" 
Approve  astic 


1% 


59^ 


Dis- 
approve 


19^ 


No 
opinion 


No.  of 
cases 


7^...100?&    1525 


Sex; 

Men 

VJomen 
Education: 

Elementary  school 

Beyond  elementaxy  school 
Income : 

Up   to  Iks   DM 

150  to  299  DM 

30c  to  399  DM 

400  to  I199  DM 

50C'  DM  animore 

No  answer 
Opinion  Leadership  Scale:® 

Very  active 

Somewhat  active 

Remainder 


16 

61 

20 

3 

659 

13 

57 

20 

10 

866 

Ik 

57 

21 

8 

126U 

±k 

68 

12 

6 

261 

20 

5^ 

16 

10 

160 

13 

58 

20 

9 

312 

llv 

55 

25 

6 

366 

16 

59 

20 

5 

257 

13 

61 

20 

6 

3^3 

Ik 

56 

38 

12 

87 

16 

61 

20 

3 

79 

13 

65 

19 

3 

Ull 

ll* 

57 

20 

9 

1035 
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Unenthusi- 

Dis- 

No 

No.  of 

Approve 

astic 

approve 

opinion 

cases 

Socio-EcoDOmic  Status: 

Upper  classes 

12^ 

73^ 

7^ 

8^ 

59 

Upper  middle  classes 

15 

ex 

1^ 

6 

580 

Lower  niddle  classes 

13 

59 

22 

6 

81+8 

Lower  classes 

20 

k6 

20 

12 

238 

Age: 

Uv  to  2k   years 

10 

61 

22 

7 

163 

25  to  3^  years 

12 

60 

21 

7 

355 

35  to  kk   years 

13 

61 

19 

7 

279 

k^   to  5^+  years 

llf  . 

59 

20 

7 

323 

55  years  and  over 

19 

56 

17 

8 

1+05 

Party  Preference: 

SPD 

12 

57 

29 

2 

423 

CDU/CSU 

18 

71 

8 

3 

FDP 

12 

76 

10 

2 

81 

Other  parties 

2U. 

56 

18 

2 

79 

No  party 

11 

5h 

25 

10 

319 

No  party  preference 

stated 

Ik 

k6 

20 

20 

269 

Occupation: 

Profesaonals 

10 

78 

10 

2 

i+o 

Businessmen 

17 

61+ 

13 

6 

86 

White-collar  workers 

13 

60 

21 

6 

ll»l+ 

Skilled  laborers 

12 

59 

25 

1+ 

221 

Seiiii-skilled  laborers 

12 

60 

25 

3 

127 

Domestic  service 

16 

53 

18 

13 

h5 

Farmers,  farmhands 

ll+ 

61 

20 

5 

112 

Housewives 

13 

58 

20 

9 

522 

Uneiuployed 

20 

60 

20 

- 

15 

Pensioners;  retired 

19 

56 

15 

10 

200 

Students;  apprentices 

23 

69 

- 

8 

13 

Religion: 

Catholics 

13 

60 

18 

9 

715 

Protestants 

15 

60 

19 

6 

755 

Others 

k 

68 

28 

w 

22 

No  religion 

13 

k2 

1+2 

3 

33 

Origin: 

Natives 

13 

59 

21 

7 

1235 

Expellees -refugees 

19 

61 

12 

8 

290 

City  size: 

Up     to   1,999 

11 

60 

19 

10 

i+6o 

2,000  to   if, 999 

12 

61+ 

20 

1+ 

123 

5,000  to  2l+,999 

18 

56 

19 

7 

33** 

25,000  to  99,999 

16 

62 

16 

6 

251+ 

100,000  to  21+9,999 

15 

61 

16 

8 

138 

250 ; 000  and  more 

.l'^ 

55 

25 

6 

216 

Land: 

S  chlews  ig/Hols  te  in , 

Hamburg;  Bremen 

18 

66 

11+ 

2 

165 

Lower  Saxony 

22 

51* 

16 

8 

2ll+ 

North  Rhine/Westphalia 

lU 

59 

19 

8 

1+06 

Hesse 

13 

66 

16 

5 

166 

Rh  ine  la  nd/Pa  la  t  ina  te 

8 

63 

26 

3 

85 

Wuerttemberg,''Ba  den 

7 

58 

26 

9 

207 

Bavaria 

15 

56 

21 

8 

282 
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Section  III.  -  Willingness  to  Serve 

COMPULSORY  MILTmRY  SERVICE  AND  VOLUNTEER  ARMY  ALMOST  EQUALLY  APPEALING... 

As  far  as  West  Genoany  is  concerned,  an  amy  based  on  compulsory 
military  training  is  only  slightly  more  appealing  (42^)  than  the  idea  of 
allowing  it  to  be  based  on  volunteer  soldiers  (38?^)  •  Only  in  West  Berlin 
are  a  majority  of  the  people  in  favor  of  one  of  the  alternatives  -  that  of 
compulsory  military  training  {5^i>) - 

Understandably  enough,  young  men  of  I8  to  2k   yaars  of  age  would 
prefer  a  volunteer  service  {k&io)   to  compulsory  military  service  (36^). 

"In  your  opinion,  should  the  future  West  German  armed 
forces  consist  of  volunteer  career  soldiers,  or  should 
compulsory  military  service  be  re -introduced?" 


Men  West 

West  Germany  l8-2U  Berlin 

Feb. '55   Dec. '55  Dec. '55  Dec. '55 

(1867)    (1525)  (83)  (280) 

Volunteer  career  soldiers  39^  3&f>  ^+8^  h2<f> 

Compulsory  military  service  4l  i+2  36  5^ 

No  opinion  20  20  I6  If 


100^  100^  100^  100% 

Among  very  few  groups  within  the  population  of  West  Germany  is  there 
an  actual  majority  in  favor  of  either  having  a  volunteer  army  or  a  draft  army. 
In  fact  it  is  only  among  the  SPD  adherents  that  an  actual  ma jority  (53^)  is 
to  be  found  in  favor  of  a  volunteer  procedure.  Majorities  in  favor  of  universal 
conscription  are  to  be  fond  a:mong  anunber  of  groups,  including: 

The  men ... 

The  better  educated... 
The  highest  socio-economic  groups . . . 
Business  and  professional  people... 
Those  most  active  in  organizations ,. , 
Adherents  of  the  CDU  and  FDP .... 


.  -  26  - 

UNaASSIFIED 


;•«^;«^?iSWWT'^»s■. 


"In  your  opinion;  should  the  future  West  German  armed 
forces  consist  of  volunteer  career  soldiers,  or  should 
compulsory  military  service  be  re -introduced?" 


Total  West  Germany 


Sex: 

Men 

Women 

Education: 

Elementary 

school 

Beyond 

elementary 

Income: 

Up     to 

1U9 

DM 

150  to 

299 

DM 

300  to 

399 

DM 

1+00  to 

U99 

m 

500  m 

and 

more 

No  onswer 

Opinion  Leadership  Scale :( 

Very  active 

Somewhat  active 

Rema  inder 
Socio-Economic  Status: 

Upper  classes 

Upper  middle  classes 

Lower  iiiddle  classes 

Lower  classes 
A£ej_ 

Up  to  2k   years 

25  to  3^  years 

35  to  hk   years 

l*-5  to  ^h   years 

55  years  and  over 


No.  of 

Volunteer 

Draft 

Undecided 

cases 

3e^ 

1+2^ 

20^... 100^ 

1525 

39 

50 

11 

€59 

38 

36 

26 

86t 

39 

1+0 

21 

1261+ 

38 

51 

11 

261 

25 

k3 

30 

160 

36 

1+2 

22 

312 

h3 

,37 

20 

366 

1+1 

1+1+ 

15 

257 

39 

1+6 

15 

3h3 

39 

39 

22 

87 

3k 

53 

13 

79 

38 

1+8 

1I+ 

1+11 

39 

39 

22 

1035 

35 

58 

7 

59 

35 

1^9 

16 

380 

1+0 

1+0 

20 

81+8 

37 

37 

26 

238 

l^5 

33 

22 

163 

1+8 

39 

13 

355 

1+0 

1+2 

18 

279 

37 

1+2 

21 

323 

26 

1*9 

25 

1+05 

(Cont'd  on  next  page 
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No.  of 

Volunteer 

Draft 

Undecided 

cases 

Party  Preference; 

SPD 

535^ 

35^ 

12^... 100^ 

35H 

CDU/CSU 

32 

55 

13 

1+23 

FDP 

30 

63 

7 

81 

Other  parties 

28 

57 

15 

79 

No  party- 

k2 

35 

23 

319 

No  party  preference  stated 

31 

29 

»^0 

269 

Occupation: 

Professionals 

35 

57 

8 

1^0 

Businessr.-.en 

31 

57 

12 

86 

^Vhitc-collar  workers 

46 

Ul 

13 

li^H 

Skilled  laborers 

hi 

39 

lif 

221 

Serai-skilled  laborers 

kk 

h3 

13 

127 

Domestic  sejr/ice 

33 

38 

29 

h5 

Farmers;  farmhands 

l^ 

51^ 

12 

112 

Housewives 

39 

36 

25 

522 

Unenployed 

33 

hi 

20 

15 

Pensioners;  retired 

2\ 

hi 

29 

200 

Students;  apprentices 

hi 

38 

15 

13 

Religion: 

Catholics 

37 

U2 

19 

1235 

Protestants 

ho 

1^3 

17 

755 

Others 

i^l 

h5 

11^ 

22 

No  religion 

1^2 

h3 

15 

33 

Origin: 

Natives 

39 

k2 

19 

1235 

Expellees  J  refugees 

35 

h6 

19 

290 

City  Size: 

Up     to   1,999 

35 

kh 

21 

1^60 

2,000  to   1^>999 

4o 

in 

19 

123 

5,000  to  24,999 

39 

i|0 

21 

331+ 

25,000  to  99,999 

Uo 

k2 

18 

251+ 

100,000  to  2^9,999 

33 

k9 

16 

138 

250,000  and  more 

4U 

39 

17 

216 

Land: 

Schle  swig/Hols  te  in , 

Har.iburg ,   Brej.ien 

k2 

hQ 

10 

165 

Lower  Saxony 

32 

1+9 

19 

211* 

North  Rhine/Westpholia 

1^1 

38 

21 

1*06 

Hesse 

37 

'+3 

20 

166 

Rhine land/Pa la tinate 

39 

39 

22 

85 

Wuerttenbe  rg/Ba  den 

36 

36 

28 

207 

Bavaria 

1^0 

kk 

16 

282 
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THCSE  FAVORING  A  VOLUOTEER  ARMY  SAY  "NOBODY  SHOULD  BE  FORCED  TO  SERVE" 
THOSE  FAVORING  CONSCRIPTION  Si\Y  "ALL  MUST  SERVE*OR'^OUTH  NEEDS  DISCIPLINE" 

The  argument  that  "nobody  should  be  forced  to  serve  in  the  amy"  is 
advanced  :?.ore  often  than  all  other  arguaents  coLibined  by  those  who  favor  the 
idea  of  volionteer  career  soldiers  for  the  new  West  Geman  arjy  (23^  of  the 
39^  who  favored  a  volunteer  ar..:y) .  Aiiong  the  exact  coanents  given  can  be 
seen  a  singular  regard  for  the  freedom:  of  the  individual. 


"In  your  opinion,  should  the  future  West  Genuan  ar.ed  forces 
consist  of  volunteer  career  soldiers,  or  should  coupulsory 
nilitary  service  be  re -introduced?" 


IF  "Volunteer  career  soldiers": 
"Why  do  you  think  so?'' 


Nobody  should  be  forced  to  serve  in  the  an.iy  - 
there  will  be  a  sufficient  number  of  volunteers 

'Military  conscription  neans  submitting  the  whole 
nation  to  coercion,  and  we  certainly'-  remember  the 
evil  experiences  we  had  under  the  Hitler  regime." 

"The  freedom  of  the  individual  must  be  guaranteed." 

"The  individual  citizen  miist  be  free  to  act  according 
to  his  convictions." 

"No  pressure  should  be  exerted  as  otherwise  serious 
conscientious  scruples  might  be  raised.'' 

'There  are  so  many  young  men  who  will  enlist,  they 
should  drav  on  this  reservoir  first." 

Volunteers  would  be  more  efficient  than  a  cons* 
script  army 

"They'd  make  better  soldiers  than  people  forced 
to  serve  in  the  amy  because  professional  soldiers 
have  their  heart  and  soul  in  it,  and  that  would 
raise  the  level  of  the  army." 

"Volunteers  have  much  more  idealism  than  conscripts." 

"If  you  are  forced  to  do  a  thing,  your  heart  isn't 
in  it.  Those  who  volunteer  will  have  more  enthusi- 
asm for  the  job'! 

"Draftees  will  submit  to  training  only  reluctantly." 


West 
Germany 

23^ 


Men 
18-21+ 


36?6 


West 
Berlin 


22^ 


11 
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A  sr.iall  aiTiy  of  volunteers  suffices  for  our 
needs 

"If  ve  desire  to  contribute  tovards  consoli- 
dating peace,  we  :.iust  settle  for  a  volunteer 
amy,  for  then  it  won't  be  unnecessarily  large." 

"That  would  niake  B\ire  that  the  inanpower  of  the 
amy  will  always  be  limited." 

"Because  then  the  aitiy  wouldn't  becone  too 
strong  which  is  always  a  bad  thing." 

Conpulsory  nilitary  service  should  be  resorted 
to  only  if  the  nuuber  of  volunteers  would  not 
suffice 

"Only  if  not  enough  young  nen  enlist  should 
coapulsory  uilitary  service  be  introduced." 

'"It's  not  necessary  to  introduce  conpulsory 
nilitary  service  as  long  as  enough  volunteers 
sign  up." 

"Only  in  case  of  war  should  universal  nilitary 
training  be  introduced,  for  otherv?ise  not 
enough  soldiers  would  then  be  available." 

Not  anyone  who  lived  through  the  last  war  could 
wish  that  he  or  his  relatives  would  be  drafted 

"Because  today's  generiation  of  nen  hasn't  yet 

forgotten  the  last  war  and  they  take  a  dii.-.  view 

of  becoming  soldiers  once  nore." 
"Because  those  who  served  in  the  ar^iy  and  later 

were  prisoners  of  war  do  not  want  to  see  it 

start  all  over  again." 
'I  served  in  the  a  ray  for  a  year,  and  I  certainly 

have  had  enough." 

Nobody  should  be  hampered  in  his  training-  or 
professional  advancement 

"The  professional  training  of  so  r.-iany  young 

people  should  not  be  forcibly  interrupted." 
"If  the  any  were  r.iade  up  of  volunteers  only, 

the  professional  tra.ining  of  a  large  nunber  of 

young  nen  wouldn't  be  disrupted." 
"Military  service  would  uean  a  break  in  the 

apprenticeship  or  professional  training  of  a 

young  nan." 


West 

Gemany 


Men 


ii> 


West 
Berlin 


3^ 
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West        Men    West 
Gemany    l8-2^    Berlin 

Volunteers  vould  have  to  take  the  consequences 

of  their  action  upon  thens elves  1^        -       1^ 

"As  these  soldiers  will  have  joined  the  amy 

voluntarily,  they  cannot  blane  anybody  else 

for  the  consequences." 
"Adventurous  types  can  join  the  amy,  but  then 

they  are  also  responsible  for  their  action. 

Unenployed  and  shirkers  can  volunteer  for  the         .* 

arny  -       1 

"Let  those  enlist  who  shun  working  or  are  out 
of  a  job." 
"Let  those  who  are  out  of  a  job  enlist." 

Other  answers  2         -       1 

"In  a  voliinteer  amy  the  discipline  won't  be 
so  strict." 

"Because  it  means  the  state  will  have  to  pro- 
vide larger  funds." 


No  opinion,  no  answer 


@  Sone  respondents  gave  iiore  than  one  answer. 
*  Less  than  one  half  of  one  percent. 
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The  tvo  leading  reasons  for  conscription  are  that  all  nen  nust  share 
the  burden  of  serving  the  country  (19^)  and  that  the  younger  generation  nust  be 
taught  discipline  (l6^) .  Once  again,  as  was  noted  in  exa  lining  the  reasons 
given  for  setting  up  the  army,  the  arguments  of  the  young  men  follows  that  for 
West  Germany  as  o  whole,  while  West  Berliners  see  it  somewhat  differently. 


"In  your  opinion _,  should  the  future  West  German  amed  forces 
consist  of  volunteer  career  soldiers,  or  should  conpulsory 
military  service  be  re -introduced?" 


IF 


"Conpulsory  nilitary  service" ; 
dn  vnii   think    f?o?" 


XT  OUIipUXeUX\y     L.i±± 

"Why  do  you  think  s 


Every  able-bodied  nan  nust  serve  his  country 

"Conditions  nust  be  nomalized  again.  It  nust  be 
brought  hone  to  young  nen  that  it ' s  a  nan ' s  duty 
and  an  honor  for  hii.i  to  serve  his  country." 

"They  all  nust  do  their  share.  Shirking  is  out  as 
it  would  be  unfair  to  tolerate  a  thing  like  that." 

"  Every  nan  has  the  duty  to  do  a  stint  in  the  amy" 

''We  all  are  citizens  of  a  country.  We  have  the 
sane  rights  and  the  sa^ie  duties." 

"Every  lan  should  be  brought  up  to  regard  it  as  his 
duty  to  serve  as  a  soldier  and  to  defend  his  father- 
land." 

The  younger  genera.tion  nust  be  taught  discipline 

"It's  a  good  thing  for  every  young  Ger:".ia.n  to  under- 
go a  period  of  rigorous  nilitary  training.  Sone 
drill  will  do  those  young  people  good." 

''For  educational  reasons  .  Every  young  nan  should 
pass  through  a  severe  test  as  this  is  to  for?.i  his 
character." 

"I  would  welcone  nilitary  conscription  as  it  nea.nE 
good  physical  training  for  the  younger  generation." 

"There  are  so  many  young  people  loafing  aroxind.  They 
should  be  the  first  to  learn  order  and  discipline." 

"It's  especially  the  young  who  should  be  taught 
discipline  and  solidarity  as  it  was  done  in  the 
pa.st." 


West 
Gemiany 

19^ 


Men 
18 -2U 

18^ 


West 
Berlin 

16'^ 


16 


10 


35 
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The  nurAer  of  volunteers  is  not  Bxifflclent 

"I  feel  that  in  case  of  an  attack  we  aust  be 
atle  to  i.iuster  a  large  ar.iy  right  away  to 
face  the  aggressor,  and  that  can  be  done  only 
through  conscription." 

''Otherwise  there  wouldn't  be  enough  well-trained 
soldiers  in  case  of  war." 

"I  do  not  think  that  the  nuiiber  of  volunteers 
would  suffice  for  setting  up  an  amy.  After 
all,  we  need  a  lot  of  soldiers." 

A  conscript  ar.iy  is  :.iore  efficient 

''I  think  an  amy  made  up  of  draftees  is  much 

more  valuable . " 
''Because  then  we  will  have  we  11- trained  soldiers 

once  r.iore . '' 
"Anong  the  volunteers  will  be  nany  nen  who  got 

stranded  in  their  fonier  lives  and  who  will  not 

feel  vMch   enthusiasr:.  for  their  new  career." 

A  volunteer  amy  is  too  expensive  to  iTiaintain 

"It  would  be  too  expensive  to  keep  an  arry   of 
professional  soldiers." 
"A  volunteer  airiy  would  be  too  costly." 


West 
Genmny 

3^ 


Men 


West 
Berlin 


other  answers 

"Because  unenployi.ient  would  disappear." 
"L   think  it  has  always  been  that  way" 

No  opinion,  no  answer 


1 


1 
37^@ 


^@ 


@     SoLie  respondents  gave  i.:ore  than  one  answer, 


wA^ASSfflEID 


TWO -THIRDS  OF  WEST  GERMAN  MEN  WILLING  TO  GO  ALONG  WITH  A  DRAFT, 

WHILE  OVER  SEVEN -TENTHS  OF  THE  WOMEN  ARE  WILLING  TO  SEE  THEM  GO: 

As  was  noted  in  February  1955  almost  two-thirds  (64^)  of  the  German 
nen,  in  West  Gennanyj  would  not  put  up  any  difficulties  in  the  event  that  they 
were  drafted.  About  two  out  of  ten  would  attempt  to  interpose  all  possible 
legal  objections,  and  only  one  out  of  ten  says  that  he  would  absolutely  refuse 
to  serve . 


"Which  of  the  following  points  cor.ies  closest  to  your 
attitude?''   (asked  of  men  only)   (CARD) 


West  Germany 


Very  willing 

A  -  I  would  like  to  becorae  a  soldier 
and  would  sign  up  volimtarily 

B  -  I  would  not  mind  being  drafted 
for  a  liraited  period 

Somewhat  willing 

C  -  Though  I  would  not  like  to  be- 
corae a  soldier,  I  would  be 
willing  to  serve  my  time  in  the 
arued  forces 

D  -  I'm  against  military  service, 

but  I  feel  I  would  have  to  comply 
if  I  were  drafted 

Unwilling 

E  -  I  would  try  to  evade  the  draft 
as  long  as  I  could  do  so  with 
legal  means 

F  -  I  would  refuse  to  serve  in  the 
armed  forces  under  any  conditions 

Undecided 


Feb . ' 55 
(Qdh) 


20  ) 


)  27^ 


27  ) 


37 


10) 


18) 


11) 
7 

100^ 


)  29 


Dec. '55 
(639) 


0^) 


18) 


)  2i^^ 


30  ) 


1^0 


10) 


20  ) 


9) 


)  29 


100^ 


West 
Berlin 
Dec, '55 
(110) 


U$) 


19) 


)  3oio 


32) 


7) 


39 


19) 


)  25 


6) 


U^Cl 


Q9^'J:^ 
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The  women  of  West  Germany  who  in  Febnoary  were  slightly  more  willing 
than  their  aenfolk  to  see  then  go  at  all  (66^),  are  now  found  to  be  even  more 
favorable  (72^) .  The  women  of  West  Berlin  may  be  considered  the  most  mili- 
taristic of  all,  for  a   staggering  88^  :'?3el  that  young  men  should  be  willing  to 

serve . 


"Which  of  the  following  points  comes  closest  to  your 
attitude?"   (asked  of  women  only)   (Ci'iRD) 


West  Berlin 


Very  willing 

A  -  Young  men  should  volunteer  to 

become  soldiers 
B  -  Young  men  should  not  mind  being 

drafted  for  a  liEiited  period 

Somewhat  willing 


Feb. '55 
(1063) 


1% 
Ik  )   4l^ 


D 


Even  though  I  don't  particularly 
like  the  idea  of  young  men  be- 
coming soldiers,  I  feel  they  should 
be  willing  to  serve  their  time  in 
the  ar.ied  forces  l6  ) 

I'm  against  inilitary  service,  but      ) 
I  feel  men  would  have  to  comply        )  25 
if  they  were  drafted  9  ) 


Unwilling 


E  -  Every  man  should  try  to  evade  the 

draft  as  long  as  he  can  do  so  with 

legal  means 
F  -  I  think  all  men  should  refuse  to 

serve  in  the  amed  forces  under 

any  conditions 

Undecided 


10  ) 
) 
) 

11) 

13 

100^ 


21 


Dec. '55 
(866) 


1$) 


3k  ) 


)  kv^ 


21) 


10) 


)  31 


12  ) 
) 


7  ) 

9 

100^ 


)  19 


West 
Berlin 
Dec. '55 


11^) 


51) 


)  6g& 


21) 


5) 


26 


^  ) 
) 
) 

5) 
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I^ILITARY-AGE  YOUTH  JUST  AS  WILLING  TO  SERVE.... 

Young  men  between  the  ages  first  subject  to  the  draft  are  found  to 
be  as  willing  to  serve  in  the  army  as  the  average  male  in  West  Germany 
(68^  of  the  young  men  are  willing  -  Vhile   6U^  of  all  males  chose  these 
sa  le  categories).  The  only  comment  that  might  be  made  is  one  to  the  effect 
that  the  young  men  appear  to  be  a  little  less  eager  to  serve  (than  the  avera.ge 
for  all  men)  and  a  little  more  .vllling .  Nineteen  percent  of  the  young  msn 
would  either  volunteer;,  or  not  mind  being  drafted  as  against  Zk'fo   for  all  men. 
On  the  other  hand  k9f>   of  the  young  men  as  against  2+0^  of  all  men  would  be 
willing  to  serve  their  time  even  though  against  the  idea  in  general. 


"Which  of  the  following  points  comes  closest  to  your 
attitude?"   (asked  of  men  only)   (CARD) 

West 
Germany 
Dec. '55 


Very  willing 


A  -  I  would  like  to  become  a  soldier 
and  would  sign  up  voluntarily 

B  -  I  would  not  mind  being  drafted 
for  a  limited  period 

Somewhat  willing 

C  -  Though  I  would  not  like  to  become 
a  soldier,  I  would  be  willing  to 
serve  my  time  in  the  armed  forces 

D  -  I'm  against  military  service,  but 
I  feel  I  would  have  to  comply  if 
I  were  drafted 

Unwilling 

E  -  I  v/ould  try  to  evade  the  draft 
as   long  as  I  could  do  so  with 
legal  means 

F  -  I  would  refuse  to  serve   in  the 
arraed  forces  under  any  conditions 

Undecided 


Gf) 


18) 


}  2ki> 


•30  ) 


1+0 


10) 


20)  ) 

) 

9) 

7 

100^ 


29 


West  QeV' 
loan  Men 
18  -  2k 


IM 


)  19^ 


39) 


10) 


1+9 


23) 

) 

7) 

2 

100^ 


30 
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Section  IV..  -  The  Future  Development  of  the  New  West  Qenaan  Anay 

LARGE  MAJORITY  EXPECTS  THE  ARMY  TO  INCREASE  BEYOND  THE  PLANNED  SIZE.... 

The  majority  of  the  West  Germans  and  of  the  West  Berliners  see  the 
planned  amy  as  only  the  prelude  to  the  future  development  of  the  anuy.  They 
expect  the  ar-:iy  to  be  larger  than  presently  planned.  A  bare  10^  -  15?^  think 
that  it  will  stay  as  planned  or  decrease  in  size. 

"Do  you  believe  the  federal  aray  will  remain  at  its  planned 
strength,  or  will  it  increase  or  decrease  in  numbers  in  the 
years  to  come?"  (Asked  of  all  after  being  told  12  divisions 
are  planned  for  the  new  federal  army.) 


West  '  Men  West 

Germany  18-2U  Berlin 

Remain     stationary                                               10^  10^  13?t 

Increase                                                                       6l  70  75 

Decrease                                                                         12  1 

No  opinion                                                               28  l8  11 

10055  100^  100^ 
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MORE  EC0NC»4IC  ADVANTAGES  TH/.N  DIS/iDVANTAGES  SEEN  FOLLOWING  ESTABLISiKENT 

OF  THE  /JMY 

The  pLoplj  of  West  Berlin  are  much  more  convinced  than  those     in 
^t-st  Germany  that  the   setting  up  of  the  ar  .y  vill  bring  inore  econo -Ic  ad- 
vantages  than  disacvantages   to  the   country.      Well  over  half   (6l^)    in  West 
Berlin  thought  it  youlc   bring  cavantoges^   vhile   only  15^  thought  it  -would 
bring  econor.uc  cisadvantages  .     In  West  Gemany  only  one -third   (33^)   thought 
that  it   woulc   bring  econoi^ic  advantages,  and  one-lifth  (1S1&)  believed  that 
it  vioul-   entail  disadvantagc-s  .     It  can  thus  be  seen  that  eL'iost  half  of 
the  people  in  V/est  G-r  any  are  uncertain  as  to  v/hat  the  consequences   of 
rearr.aaent  are   likely  to  be 


''Do  you  thinir  that  setting  up  the  federal  amiy  will,   on 
the  -ijhole,  bring  us  economic  advantages   or  econo: dc 
disadvantages  ^' 


West  Men         West 

Gernany       l8-2i<-       Berlin 


Econoiuic  advantages 

Economic   disadvantages 

Both  advantages   and  disadvantages 

Neither/ nor 

No  opinion 


33?^ 

29^ 

61^ 

19 

2k 

15 

9 

7 

9 

l8 

22 

10 

21 

18 

5 

100^ 

100^ 

looi 
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PRIME  ;.DVANTaGES  -;  entire  EC0N0^5Y  WILL  BE  STIMUL/iTED  AND  UNEMPLOYMENT 
'  '   '  WILL  DECRK'.SE 

PRIME  DISADV/JWAGES  -  ARMY  COSTS  MCNEY  AND  T;\XES  WILL  BE  HIGHER 

Th^  odvcntc:g_£  en.  disGd.ontcgeethat  people  had  in  :zinc   in  answering 

the  preceding  question  will  be  found  in  the  following  verbotin  counents . 

"Do  you  think  that  setting  up  the  federal  anr.y  will, 
on  the  whole;,  bring  us  econoaic  advontages  or  eco- 
nomic disadvantages':'' 

IF  ''Econoaic  advantages''; 
"What  advantages  are  you  thinking  of?'' 

West      Men    West 
Germany   18-2U   Berlin 

It  vill  stii'Ulate  the  entire  econony  15^       Tf>  ^5^ 

"This  will  i.iean  heaps  of  .oney  for  our  in- 
dustry'' 

''Ev^ry  trade  will  thrive  as  the  soldiers  r.iust 
be  supplied  with  everything  they  need." 

'There  will  be  good  ti  .es  ahead  for  trade  and 
business  as  there  will  be  a  great   derand  for 
all  sorts  of  products.'' 

"The  trades  and  crafts  will  have  plenty  of 
w,.>rk . " 

"It  will  stii-ulate  business  as  :..ore  noney 
will  be  circulating." 

Une:.iplo^c.ient  will  decrease  "         13       12     28 


m 


'Young  people  who  are  unemployed  at  present 
will  join  the  any,  and  even  so  .e  of  the 
others  who  hold  down  jobs  will  sign  up,  thus 
there  will  be  vacancies.'' 

"People  will  no  longer  hang  around  street 
corners  doing  nothing." 

"When  the  young  fellows  are  drafted,  there 
will  be  nore  jobs  available  for  older  :.en.'' 

"People  in  all  sorts  of  jobs  will  have  r^ore 
to  do  -  une-i-iployuent  will  therefore  decrease.' 

''It  will  sti:..ulate  the  labor  :..crket." 


(Cont'd  on  next  page) 


^^ "         UNCLASsirrEa) 


•■i'/^''     A  OC 


IFffiD 


(Con't  frora  preceding  page) 


The  clothing  industry  vill  thrive 

"It  will  boost  the  textile  industry." 
'•Supplying  the  outfits  for  soldiers  -will 

help  the  econor.iy." 
'More  leather  and  clothing  meterial  vill 

be  needed  -  everything  on  a  larger  scale." 

The  orLianent  industry  will  expand 

"An-nanent  industries  will  have  a  boor..'' 
'■'It  will  revive  the  war  industries." 
"The  orders  placed  with  war  industries 
will  stimulate  the  entire  econo/.y." 

The  garrison  towns  vill  prosper 

"The  towns  where  troops  will  be  stationed 
will  flourish." 
"Business  in  the  parrison  towns  will  flourish." 

People  will  earn  nore  and  the  standard  of  living 
will  rise 

"The  years  before  a  war  are  always  good  for 

business  and  everybody  is  well  off  -  until 

the  war  breaks  out." 
"Many  people  will  be  drafted  and  there  will  be 

a  shortage  of  labor  -  so,  I  hope,  we  will  get 

higher  wages ." 

The  food-packing  industry  and  agriculture  vill  do 
good  business 

"There  will  be  a  boon  in  the  food-processing  in- 
dustry." 

"It  will  Liean  nuch  work  and  good  business  for  the 
farmer." 

The  building  industry  will  expend 

"I  expect  a  boon  in  the  building  industry." 
"Barracks  will  have  to  be  built,  for  instance." 

Other  and  general  answers 

No  opinion,  no  answer 


West     Men     West 
Geniany  l8-2^    Berlin 


Ill 
2  U  2 
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Sone  respondents   gave  more  than  one  answer. 
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''Do  you  think  that  setting  up  the  federal  an-y  will, 
on  the;  whole,  bring  us  econtv-dc  advantages   or  econonic 
disadvantages?" 

IF  "Econonic  disadvantages": 
"What  disadvantages   are   you  thinking  of?" 

West  Men         West 

Ger;jany       iS-gU       Berlin 

Maintaining  an  amy  will  cost  r-.oney  which 

could  be  used  for  other  purposes  51^  &f>  Ofi 

"The  6Ui.is  allotted  to  the  anny  are  lost  to 

other  sectors   of  the  econony.'' 
'It  will  be  a   drain  on  the   finances   of  our 

country." 
"Because  all  noney  will  flow   into  the  anuy  and 
'Our  pensions  will  be  cut." 
"It  costs  ;.oney  and  it's  the  children  who  will 

suffer  as  a  result." 

The  tax  burden  will  becone  heavier  still  5        5        5 

"Means  must  be  raised  to  finance  the  army.  We 

will  have  to  pay  nore  taxes." 
"Business  would  "be  hor.pcred  by  higher  taxes." 
"Financial  disadvantages  through  higher  taxes." 
"New  taxes  will  have  to  ba  paid  by  everj-^body  in 

West  Geri-iany." 

There  will  be  a  shortage  of  consui:ier  goods  h  6  h 

"Goods,  textiles  and  food  stuf f s ^  for  example, 

will  becoue  scarce." 
"There  will  be  a  shortage  of  fuel  and  food  for 

the  ci  ilian  population." 
"Because  the  production  of  consuiaer  goods  will 

lag  behind  the  production  of  aras.* 

A  shortage  of  labor  in  industry  will  ensue  U      11       1 

"The  loss  of  worknen  will  be  a  blow  for  industry." 
"Workers  will  be  taken  away  fro;.,  their  jobs  where  j. 
they  ere  needed." 
"Wonen  will  have  to  work  in  factories." 


(Cont'd  on  next  page) 
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West  ■ 
Geniany 


Men 
18 -2U 


West 
Berlin 


Prices  will  rise 

"Everything  vill  be  nore  expensive  and 
things  are  expensive  enough  as  it  is." 

"Prices  would  be  unreasonably  high  because 
everything  will  go  into  ariuanent .'' 

Since  anns  cone  fro:^  outside  Gerr.iany,  our 
industry  will  iiake  no  profits 

"Arierica  doesn't  allow  us  to  i.:ake  any  profits 
fro;:i  re-ar:.ianent,  since  all  the  equipnent,  even 
clothing,  cones  f roii  Auerica  . " 

"We  would  hardly  have  a  share  in  the  production 
of  war  :;jQterial.'' 


Other  answers 

"Sizeable  areas  of  arable  land  could  no  longer 
be  utilized  for  agricultural  and  land  settleuent 
purposes ." 

No  opinion,  no  answer 


1 
23^ 


331^    iH^ 


@  Sone  respondents  gave  nore  than  one  answer, 
*  Less  than  one  half  of  one  percent. 
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MAJCRITIES  DO  NOT  WANT  ARMY  TO  PLfiY  A  POLITICAL  ROLE  IN  THE  STATE 

If  the  wishes  of  the  niajority  (56^)  of  the  people  of  Western  Germany 
are  heeded  the  new  ar  y  will  not  he  permitted  to  play  a  political  role  in  the 
country,  or  allowed  to  enjoy  a  special  status,  but  rather  be  the  servant  of 
the  country.  West  Berliners  are  even  aore  emphatic.  Almost  three-quarters 
(72^)  of  them  ascribe  to  this  point  of  view. 

Even  half  (Uj^)  of  the  young  men  agree  to  the  statement  that  the  army 
should  have  no  privileges,  although  for  understandably  selfish  reasons  -iiore  of 
them  (3;^)  than  in  the  population  as  a  vhole  would  like  to  see  the  soldier  have 
a  privileged  position  in  the  society. 


"Two  persons  are  discussing  the  future  West  German  army. 
Would  you  please  tell  me  which  of  these' vieTS  co.  .es 
closest  to  your  opinion?"  (CARD) 


Mr.  Schmidt: 


Mr.  Mayer: 


An  army  is  necessary 
for  national  defense. 
It  must,  however,  not 
play  a  political  role. 
The  soldier,  and  even 
more  so  the  officer, 
must  not  enjoy  any 
privileges  in  the 
S-cate.  He  is  the  ser- 
vant of  his  country. 

As  the  soldier  must  ex- 
pect to  give  his  live 
in  the  service  of  his 
country,  he  deserves  a 
privileged  position  in 
the  State.  The  army 
::iust  be  the  training 
school  for  the  nation. 

No  opinion 


West  Men         West 

Germany       l8-2t»       Berlin 


565^ 


h9i> 


IH 


22  30  2k 

22  21  k 

lOafy  100^  ICO^ 


-  iQ 

IJM'CLASSIFl^ 


OVER  TWO -THIRDS  W.NT  FORMER  STRICT  DRILL  AND  OBEDIENCE  REPUCED 
BUT,  POPULACE  UNCERTAIN  WHETHER  IT  WILL  BE 

There  can  be  little  doubt  but  that  the  great  majority  of  the  West 
Germans  (66^  in  West  Germany  and  fSffi   in  West  Berlin)  would  like  to  have  the 
former  systems  of  drill  and  strict  obedience  replaced  now  that  the  opportunity 
presents  itself. 

Almost  one -fifth  of  the  population,  however^  even  among  the  very 
young  men  who  would  be  subjected  to  it,  think  that  it  should  be  retained. 


"The  two  people  go  on  to  discuss  irjllitary  drill  and  obedience . 
Would  you  please  tell  me  which  of  the  two  views  ccanes  closest 
to  your  opinion?"  (CARD) 


Mr.  Schmidt: 


Mr.  Mayer: 


West 
Germany 


Men 

18 -2U 


West 
Berlin 


Strict  drill  and  im- 
plicit obedience  have 
been  the  basis  for  the 
success  of  Gerijan  armies 
in  the  past.  Therefore; 
as  in  the  past,  drill 
and  obedience  should 
serve  as  the  basis  on 
which  to  build  the  fu- 
ture federal  a  nay. 

Drill  and  implicit  obedi- 
ence have  resulted  in 
notorious  abuses  in  the 
German  army.  Therefore, 
one  should  seize  the  pre- 
sent opportunity  to  re- 
place them  by  something 
better. 


No  opinion 


19^ 


66 
15 

100^ 


iBi         23^ 


76     72 
6     5 

100^    100? 


UNaASSIFlED 


For  all  their  expressed  desire  in  the  matter,  German  opinion  is  not 
at  all  certain  what  is  likely  to  happen  in  this  regard.  When  asked  in  the 
follovfing  question  what  would  in  fact  be  the  case  concerning  drill  and 
blind  obedience,  39^  thought  it  would  be  revived,  and  37^  thought  that  it 
would  not. 

Only  in  West  Berlin  is  an  absolute  majority  (6l^)  to  be  found  thinking 
that  it  will  not  be  revived. 


"In  your  opinion,  which  trend  will  prevail  in  the  new 
West  Geruian  army:  will  drill  and  blind  obedience  be 
revived,  or  will  this  not  happen.''" 


West  Men  West 

Germany"  l8-2^  Berlin 

Will  be  revived                       39^  38^  30^ 

Will  not  be  revived                    37  k6  6l 

No  opinion                           2k  l6  9 

100^  100^  100^ 


UNaASSIFIED 


^•*f=Vr- 


ONLY  IN  BERLIN  DOES  M/.JORITY  RiVOR  CIVILI/'iN  CONTROL  OVER  THE  /JMf... 

The  idea  of  civilian  control  over  the  amy  does  not  enjoy  najority 
approval  in  West  Gerian,  for  while  more  people  are  in  favor  of  the  idea  (39^) 
than  are  against  it  (15^),  the  largest  percentage  sL^ply  does  not  know  what 
to  think  {k(y/o)  . 

Even  oiiong  the  young  nen  of  uilitary  age,  who  aight  be  expected  to 
be  lost  in  favor  of  such  "safeguards"  there  is  only  a  large  (tut  less  than 
majority)  percentage  for  civilian  control  {^2$),   and  a  sizeable  minority 
(l8^)  against  it. 

In  West  Berlin,  while  a  majority  (59^)  are  for  civilian  control, 
a  quarter  (26^)  are  opposed  to  such  control. 

"As  one  hears,  plans  have  been  made  to  place  the  future  West 
German  army  under  civilian  control.  Are  you  for  such  an 
arrangement,  or  are  you  against  itV'  (Very  much  for  it  or 
somewhat  for  itv)  (Very  much  against  it  or  somewhat  against 

itO 


West  Men  West 

German  18-24  Berlin 

Very  much  for  it                                2??^)    og  29^)  j^g  ^0^)   59 

Somewhat  for  it                                   12  )   ^  I3   )  19  ) 
Partly/partly                                         673 

Somewhat  against  it                            6  )  '''   )     o  ^  ^   -sr 

Very  much  against  it                          9  )   -^^  11  )  17  ) 

No  opinion                                             ko  33  12 

100^  100^  100^ 


-  k6  - 


CONCERIi  F-n^  HU1>^^.N  DIGNITY  AND  DESIRE  TO  KEEP  AEMY  CUT  OF  POLITICS  ARE 

Ifi-DING  RE/iSCNS  FCR  CIVILIAN  CONTROL 

The  tvo  reasons  advanced  uost  often  (and  which  dwarf  all  other  reasons 

couibined)  are  concern  that  the  dignity  of  the  individual  must  net  be  debased 

by  3  possible  return  to  the  former  system  of  strict  drill  and  blind  obedience 

(16^  in  West  Gerciany  and  26^  in  West  Berlin),  and  the  desire  to  keep  the  array 

out  of  the  political  life  of  the  nation  {12$   in  West  Germany  and  17^  in  West 

Berlin) . 

"As  one  hears,  plans  have  been  nade  to  place  the  future 
West  German  ari.:y  under  civilian  control.     Aie  you  for 
such  an  arrangement  or  are  you  against  it?"      (Very  nuch 
for  it  or  soiiewhat  for  it?)    (Very  iiiuch  against  it  or 
s omewha t  against   it;) 

IF  "Ver^-  r^iuch  for  it''  and  'Somevhat  for  it": 
"VThat  are  your  reasons  for  holding  this  opinion?" 


Huuan  dignity  i-ust  be  safeguarded 

"Under  civilian  control  people  are,  at  least, 

7  -garded  as   human  beings.' 
'..   .soldier  is   still  a  human  being  and  a   civilian 

ec^ntrol  would  guarantee  that  he  is  respected  as 

one . " 
"So  that  no  more  cases  of  r^en  being  ill-treated 

and     hurt  in  their  personal  dignitj^  will  occur." 
"Abuses   should  be  curbed  in  soi.ie  way.      I'm 

thinking  of  the  de:.jand  for     blind  obedience'". 
'So  that  everybody  will  receive  fair  and  just 

trectr.ent." 

The  army  should  not  play  a   political  part   in  the 
life   of  the  nation 

By  this  arrangeirent  the  army  will  be  checked  f^n 

its  lust  for  political  power." 
"If  the  civilian  authorities  are  too  weak,   the 

.'.ilitary  authorities  will  again  try  to  pursue 

political  aims,   end  we  know  only  too  well  where 

that  leads  to." 
"So  that  Gerrany  will  not  become  a  military  state 

and  that  political  power  will  remain  in  the  hands 

of  the  civilian  a.uthcrities  . '' 
"Civilian  authorities  r.iust  have  the  upper  hand  in 

a   state.     This  would  also  mean  a  barrier  against 

a  military  clique  eager  to  seize  political  power." 
"The  politicians   have  been  trained  for  their  jobs 

and  have  a  better  judgment  of  the   general  situation. 


West 
Germany 

lejt 


West 
Berlin 


12 


26$ 


17 


(Cont'd  on  next  page) 
-  k7   - 
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(Cont'd  from  preceding  page) 

West       Weet 
Germany    Berlin 

The  public  should  knew  vhat  goes  on  in  the  army  5^        &f, 

"So  that  the  people  know  what's  happening  in  the 

anuy.  Formerly,  these  things  were  known  only  to 

those  people  who  were  closely  connected  with  army 

matters . " 
''It's  y^uite  right  if  one  keeps  an  eye  on  these  guys. 

We  don't  want  any  secret-mongers." 
'To  provide  the  civilian  with  an  insight  into  the 

military  command." 
"So  that  the  military  brass  won't  form  a  caste  of 

their  own  from  which  civilians  are  excluded." 

Military  issues  should  be  considered  from  different 

standpoints  3         3 

"It  is  easier  to  clarify  a  situation  if  it  is  consi- 
dered from  different  angles  than  only  from  the 
ml Ittary  standpoint . " 

"Somebody  from  outside  may  judge  matters  ijiore 
judiciously  than  those  who  are  directly  con- 
cerned with  them." 

"The  civilian  element  may  have  a  mitigating 
influence  -  things  would  be  looked  at  from 
different  angles." 

Any  aggressive  tendencies  of  the  army  must  be 

checked  1         2 

"That  will  prevent  the  anny  from  seeking  to 

bring  about  a  war." 
'Fighting  a  war  is  regarded  by  generals  as  the 

best  pastL-ne  there  is.   If  there  is  a  civilian 

control  I  presume  that  war  will  be  avoided  if 

possible ." 

The  civilian  control  should  be  restricted  1         1 

"But  such  a  control  shouldn't  be  exercised  by 
anti-militarists." 
"But  no  party  political  controll" 


(Cont'd  on  next  page) 
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West       West 
Germany     Berlin 

No  special  reason,  I  am  for  it  k^a  3^ 

"It  is  good  if  they're  kept  under  somebody's 
thumb.  I  mean  generally,  some  sort  of  con- 
trol is  always  a  good  thing.' 

''If  there  must  be  an  ariay,  then  it's  best  to 
keep  it  under  civilian  control." 

ether  answers  12 

No  opinion  1         3 


Some  respondents  gave  more  than  one  answer. 


k9  - 
.\JNCLASSIF]ED 


,<^-^' 


"LEAVE  ARMY  BUSINESS  TO  MILITARY  EXPERTS",  SAY  THOSE  OPPOSED  TO  CIVILIAN 

CONTROL  OF  THE  ARMY 

By  far  the  leading  reason  given  "by  those  people  who  oppose  civilian 
control  of  the  array  is  the  view  that  civilians  are  incompetent  in  the  nilitary 
field,  and  that,  therefore;,  matters  are  better  left  to  the  military  experts 
(lofo  in  West  Geriuany  and  21^  in  West  Berlin). 

"As  one  hears,  plans  have  been  made  to  place  the  future 
West  Geriiian  army  under  civilian  control.  Are  you  for 
such  an  arrangement,  or  are  you  against  it?" 

IF  "Somewhat  against  it",  or  "Very  much  against  it": 
"And  what  are  your  reasons  for  holding  this  opinion?" 

West       West 
Germany     Berlin 

The  civil  and  the  military  sectors  are  entirely 

different  and  should  not  be  combined  10^       21^ 

''Civil  and  military  bodies  have  nothing  in  common. 
The  brass  will  know  how  to  handle  the  job,  I'm 
sure . " 

"The  army  should  be  left  alone.  They  know  their 
business;  and  civilians  should  keep  out." 

"It  is  no  good  if  civil  institutions  have  author- 
ity to  interfere  in  military  natters.  Army  men 
mustn't  be  handicapped  in  their  decisions." 

"Civilians  are  not  familiar  with  tdlitary  matters. 
They  are  unable  to  judge  military  problems  pro- 
perly." 

"People  without  any  experience  in  the  military 
field  might  meddle  in  ar.ny  affairs  thus  causing 
confusion.  We  should  leave  the  anay  business  to 
ailitary  experts." 

Armed  forces  must  be  commanded  by  military  officers  k  3 

"Only  military  men  are  in  a  position  to  comniand 

arxjed  forces  ." 

"Because  the  head  of  an  army  has  to  be  a  general." 
"Military  forces  have  to  be  commanded  by  career 

officers." 


(Cont'd  on  next  page) 
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West       West 
Germany    Berlin 

Military  forces  should  not  come  under  political 

influence  1^         2f) 

''Politicians  should  keep  their  hands  off  military 

atters . '' 
"Disagree. ^ents  in  parlia  .:ent  may  have  unfavorable 

repercussions  on  the  aruiy.  Military  forces  must 

keep  aloof  from  political  bickering." 

Other  answers  2         1 

"There  is  no  need  to  spy  on  a  soldier." 
'Because  such  a  control  would  violate  the 
officers'  honor.'' 


No  opinion,  no  answer 


17^      27^ 


@     Some  respondents  gave  more  than  one  answer. 
*     Less  than  one  half  of  one  percent. 
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APPENDIX 


.^£^i.ASSIFIEQi_ 


M.ti 


-5?2l4?S^3'I5D 


"Can  you  tell  me  whether  West  Germany  has  an  army  of  its 
ov/n  again  already,  or  whether  this  isn'  t  yet  the  case?" 


Army 

of  it  Not  yet 

own    the  case 


71fo 


Don't 
know 


15^...  100^^ 


Total  West  G'e'rinany 

Sexa 

i'ten 

\7omen 
Education; 

Eleaentary  school 

Beyond  elementary 
Income; 

Up   to  149  Dli 

150  to  299  DM 

500  to  399  DII 

400  to  499  DM 

500  DLI  and  more 

Ko  answer 
Opinion  Leadership  Scale : @ 

Very  active 

Somev/hat  active 

Remainder 
Socio-Economic  Status; 

Upper  classes 

Upper  middle  classes 

Lower  middle  classes 

Lower  classes 
Age: 

Up  to  24  years 

25  to  34  years 

35  to  44  years 

45  "to  54  years 

55  years  and  ahove 
Party  Preference : 

SPD 

CDU/CSU 

FDP 

Other  parties 

ilo  party 

ITo  party  Preference  stated 
Occupation; 

Professionals 

Businessmen 

".^hite-collar  workers 

Skilled  laborers 

Semi-skilled  laborers 

Domestic  service 

Farmers,  farmhands 

Housewives 

Unem^.loyed 

Pensioners;  retired 

Students  J  apprentices 
Religion; 

Catholics 

Protestants 

Others 

ITo   religion 


(Cont'd  on  next  page) 
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82 

11 

7 

65 

15 

22 

69 

14 

17 

84 

10 

6 

54 

17 

29 

64 

15 

21 

71 

15 

14 

75 

13 

12 

82 

10 

8 

71 

14 

15 

86 

9 

5 

81 

10 

9 

66 

15 

19 

90 

7 

3 

79 

11  • 

10 

72 

13 

15 

49 

22 

29 

82 

9 

9 

75 

13 

12 

75 

12 

13 

68 

18 

14 

63 

13 

24 

80 

11 

9 

72 

16 

12 

88 

6 

6 

72 

22 

6 

68 

12 

20 

57 

14 

29 

85 

10 

5 

82 

12 

6 

88 

6 

6 

84 

12 

4 

82 

9 

9 

62 

13 

25 

69 

17 

14 

61 

16 

23 

67 

20 

13 

59 

16 

25 

69 

31 

70 

14 

16 

72 

13 

15 

82 

9 

9 

82 

12 

6 

354 

423 

81 

79 

319 
269 

40 
86 

144 
221 
127 

45 
112 
522 

15 
200 

13 

715 

755 

22 

55 
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Origin: 

Natives 

Expellees,' 

refugees 

City  Size: 

Up      'to 

1,999 

2,000  to 

4,999 

5,000  to 

24,999 

25,000  to 

99,999 

100,000  to 

249,999 

250,000  anc 

1  more 

Land: 

Schleswig/Holstein,   Hamburg, 

Bremen 
Lower  Saxony 
Horth  Rhine/./estphalia 
Hesse 

Rhineland/Palatinate 
Wuertteraberg/Saden 
Bavaria 


Army 

of  its 

Hot  yet 

Don't 

Ho. 

own 

the  case 

know 

of  cases 

nio 

15/° 

I5ji.  .,iO05i 

1255 

68 

17 

15 

290 

68 

15 

19 

•   460 

72 

11 

17 

125 

76 

12 

12 

554 

64 

20 

16 

254 

75 

10 

17 

158 

78 

12 

10 

216 

75 

19 

8 

165 

75 

15 

14 

214 

69 

16 

15 

406 

n 

8 

15 

166 

76 

8 

16 

85 

75 

7 

18 

207 

64 

17 

19 

282 

Ui-^^^ijASb. 


iSI^EHii 


"Would  you  please  tell  me  hoT)  many  divisions  are 
planned  for  the  German  federal  army,  as  far  as  you 
know,  or  how  lar^e  the  man  power  of  tiie  federal 
army  is  to  be?" 


Total  West   Geriaany 

Sex: 

Men 

Women 
Educations 

Eleiaentary  school 

Beyond  elementary 
Incomes 

Up   to  149  DM 

150  to  299  DM 

300  to  3 95  DM 

400  to  499  DM 

500  DH  and  more 

ITo  answer 
Opinion  Leadership  Scale  $  © 

Very  active 

Some\7hat   active 

Remainder 
Socio-Sconom ic  Status : 

Upper  classes 

Upper  middle  classes 

Lower  middle  classes 

Lower  classes 
Age; 

Up  to  24  years 

25  to  34  years 

35  to  44  Z^ears 

45  to  54  years 

55  years  and  over 
Party  Preference: 

SPD 

CDU/CSU 

FDP 

Other  parties 

Ho  party 

No  party  preference  stated 
Occupation; 

Professionals 

Businessmen 

White-collar  v;orkers 

Skilled  laborers 

Semi-skilled  laborers 

Domestic  service 

Farmers,  farmhands 

Housewives 

Unemployed 

Pensioners;  retired 

Students;  a^.prentices 
Religion; 

Catholics 

Protestants 

Others 

No  religion 


Right 

right 

Wron§ 

■opinion 

27/c 

3f- 

6/0 

SAfo,,,- 

48 

4 

10 

'  58 

12 

2 

3 

83 

25 

3 

6 

66 

39 

■  4 

7 

50 

17 

1 

4 

78 

26 

2 

6 

66 

28 

5 

4 

65 

28 

5 

7 

62 

34 

4 

9 

53 

24 

3 

2 

71 

52 

1 

15 

34 

57 

5 

9 

49 

22 

2 

5 

71 

47 

5 

10 

38 

51 

3 

6 

60 

27 

5 

5 

65 

18 

2 

6 

74 

29 

5 

6 

60 

27 

2 

6 

65 

30 

2 

6 

62 

26 

4 

5 

65 

27 

2 

6 

65 

34 

3 

8 

55 

27 

3 

5 

65 

28 

6 

10 

56 

52 

5 

10 

53 

29 

5 

4 

64 

15 

2 

4 

79 

43 

5 

10 

42 

33 

7 

7 

55 

37 

6 

12 

45 

47 

5 

8 

42 

39 

3 

4 

54 

18 

- 

4 

78 

55 

4 

9 

52 

11 

2 

5 

84 

27 

- 

13 

60 

26 

1 

5 

68 

46 

8 

8 

38 

28 

2 

6 

64 

27 

3 

5 

65 

51 

5 

5 

59 

40 

- 

18 

42 

1525 


659 

866 

1264 
261 

160 
312 
366 
257 
345 
87 

79 

411 

1055 

59 
380 
848 

238 

163 
355 
279 
323 
405 

354 
423 
81 
79 
319 
269 

40 

86 

144 
221 

127 

45 

112 

522 

15 
200 

13 

715 

755 

22 

33 
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Origin? 

Natives 

Expellees, 

refugees 

City  Size: 

Up      to. 

1,999 

2,000  to 

4,999 

5,000  to 

24,999 

25,000  to 

99,999 

100,000  to 

249,999 

250,000  and  more 

Land: 

Schles¥;ig/Holstein,  Hamburg, 

Bremen 
Lower  Saxony 
North.  Shine/Westphalia 
Hesse 

Rhine land/Palatinate 
V/uerttemb  erg/Baden 
Bavaria 


Almost 

Ho 

No. 

ifi-ht 

right 

Wron_g 

opinion 

of  cases 

28/a 

% 

6/0 

63?^o...100fo 

1235 

2S 

5 

4 

67 

290 

28 

2 

4 

66 

460 

52 

2 

4 

62 

125 

28 

5 

8 

61 

•  534 

25 

2 

5 

68 

254 

28 

4 

6 

62 

138 

27 

5 

9 

59 

216 

22 

5 

8 

67 

165 

26 

2 

4 

68 

214 

27 

3 

8 

62 

406 

22 

4 

5 

69 

166 

51 

2 

1 

66 

85 

31 

3 

1 

65 

207 

32 

2 

9 

57 

282 

55 
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'Lo  you  telieve  the  federal  army  will  remain  at  its 
planned  stren^-thj  or  vill  it  increase  or  decrease 
in  numbers  in  the  years  to  come?" 


Remain 

In- 

De- 

No 

Ho. 

stationary 

crease 

crease 

opinion   of  cases 

Total  West  J^er^an^ 

105^ 

61^ 

1/0 

28^^. 

..1005^  1525 

Sexi 

J/JTiriaiTEI'iOO 

Men 

11 

74 

14 

659 

Women 

9 

51 

39 

866 

Education: 

Ele  .entary  school 

10 

60 

29 

1264 

Beyond  elementary 

15 

65 

21 

261 

Income: 

Up   to  149  DII 

9 

54 

2 

55 

160 

150  to  299  DM 

10 

58 

31 

512 

500  to  399  DM 

9 

62 

28 

366 

400  to  499  DM 

10 

65 

* 

27 

257 

500  DM  and  more 

12 

67 

* 

21 

545 

No  answer 

10 

52 

— 

58 

87 

0;:-inion  Leadership  Scale:© 

Very  active 

11 

74 

- 

15 

79 

Soaev/hat  active 

8 

72 

1 

19 

411 

Remainder 

11 

55 

1 

53 

1035 

Socio-Sconomic  Status: 

U^iper  classes 

8 

75 

- 

19 

59 

Upper  middle  classes 

11 

65 

* 

26 

380 

Lower  middle  classes 

9 

61 

1 

29 

848 

Lo'.;er  classes 

13 

55 

« 

52 

238 

Afie: 

Up  to  24  years 

10 

62 

1 

27 

163 

25  to  54  j'-ears 

10 

65 

1 

24 

355 

35  to  44  years 

10 

64 

1 

25 

279 

45  to  54  years 

-9 

65 

1 

27 

525 

55  years  and  over 

10 

54 

1 

35 

405 

Party  Preference: 

■  SPD 

8 

74 

* 

18 

354 

CDU/CSU 

j;j^.-I7:' 

61 

1 

24 

423 

FDP 

7 

75 

4 

14 

81 

Other  parties 

9 

67 

- 

24 

79 

No  party 

10 

60 

1 

29 

319 

Eo   party  preference  stated 

8 

59 

1 

52 

269 

Occupation: 

'Professionals 

8 

67 

— 

25 

40 

Businessmen 

9 

69 

1 

21 

86 

v.Tiite-collar  workers 

14 

69 

- 

17 

144 

Skilled  laborers 

9 

76 

* 

15 

221 

Se^i-skilled  laborers 

9 

65 

2 

24 

127 

Domestic  service 

9 

42 

- 

49 

45 

Farmers,  farmliands 

10 

74 

1 

15 

112 

Housewives 

10 

52 

1 

37 

522 

Unemployed 

- 

80 

- 

20 

15 

Pensioners;  retired 

11 

50 

1 

58 

200 

Students;  retired 

23 

62 

- 

15 

13 

Religion: 

Catholics 

11 

60 

1 

26 

715 

Protestants 

9 

62 

1 

28 

755 

Others 

9 

46 

- 

45 

22 

Ko  religion 

9 

75 

3 

15 

55 

*  Less  than  one  half  0 
©  Determined  by  politic 


(Cont'd  on  next  page) 

one  per  cent, 
al  and  organizational  participation. 


-56 


UNCLASSIFIB) 


ti:i» 


^aAS/2jprT^ 


^■*s* 


(Cont'd  from  preceding  page) 


Semain      In-     T)e-     JIo 

crease,  opinion 


Or i gins 
NatiTes  ■ 
Expellees, 

City  Size; 
■Jp      to 


refugees 


1,999 
4,999 
24,999 
99,999 


2,000  to 

5,000  to 
25,000  to 
100,000  to  249>999 
250,000  and  more 
Land; 

SchlesMig/Holstein,  Hamburg, 

Breuen 
Lower  Saxony- 
North  Rhine/Westphalia 
Hesse 

Rhineland/palatinate 
..■uerttemberg/Baden 
Bavaria 


10^» 

61^ 

1f. 

28^...  1005^ 

1235 

8 

64 

* 

28 

290 

11 

60 

« 

29 

460 

5 

70 

- 

25 

125 

11 

58 

2 

29 

334 

9 

59 

■» 

52 

254 

11 

58 

1 

30 

138 

9 

69 

1 

21 

216 

9 

71 

1 

19 

I65 

7 

54 

2 

37 

214 

10 

63 

« 

27 

406 

9 

62 

1 

28 

166 

8 

61 

« 

31 

85 

14 

51 

•ip 

35 

207 

11 

65 

2 

22 

282 

*  Less  than  one  half  of  one  per  cent» 


\mC3 


-  57  - 


..„v.Wf:^5 


^^^.JP^CLASSIFIE) 


"Can  you  tell  me  froa  where  West  Germany  will  get  the 
first  shipment  of  arms  for  the  new  federal  army?" 

Prom  our 


From  the 

ov/n  pro- 

From some- 

No 

No.  of 

USA 

duction 

where  else 

opinion 

cases 

Total  West  Germany 

65?& 

5fo 

1<^ 

29^.100?^ 

1525 

Sex: 

Hen 

85 

4 

1 

12 

659 

77onen 

51 

6 

1 

42 

866 

Education: 

Elementary  school 

62 

6 

1 

51 

1264 

Beyond  elementary 

80 

5 

1 

16 

261 

Income: 

Up  to   I49DM 

59 

6 

1 

54 

160 

150  to  299DM 

59 

4 

1 

56 

312 

300  to  599DM 

66 

7 

1. 

26 

566 

400  to  49 9 DM 

65 

7 

1 

29 

257 

500  DM  and  more 

74 

4 

1 

21 

545 

No  ansT/er 

60 

5 

>. 

55 

87 

Opinion  Leadership  Saale 

:♦* 

Very  active 

81 

4 

~ 

15 

79 

Somewhat  active 

78 

4 

1 

17 

411 

Piemainder 

59 

6 

1 

54 

1055 

Socio-Economic  Status: 

Upper  classes 

85 

5 

- 

10 

59 

Upper  middle  classes 

72 

5 

1 

22 

580 

LoT7er  middle  classes 

64 

5 

1 

50 

848 

Lower  classes 

55 

8 

1 

58 

258 

A^e: 

Up  to  24  years 

64 

4 

5 

29 

165 

25  to  54  years 

72 

4 

* 

24 

355 

;>5  to  44  years 

66 

8 

1 

25 

279 

45  to  p4   years 

65 

6 

1 

50 

325 

55  years  and  above 

60 

5 

« 

55 

405 

Party  Preference: 

SPD 

72 

6 

1 

21 

354 

CDU/CSU 

69 

7 

« 

24 

423 

FDP 

85 

4 

1 

10 

81 

Other  parties 

72 

4 

1 

25 

79 

No  party 

65 

4 

1 

52 

319 

No  party  preference  stated  46 

5 

# 

49 

269 

Occupation: 

-  Professionals 

75 

2 

. 

25 

40 

Businessmen 

76 

7 

1 

16 

86 

White  collar  workers 

81 

5 

1 

15 

144 

Skilled  laborers 

82 

5 

« 

15 

221 

Semi-skilled  laborers 

69 

7 

2 

22 

127 

Domestic  service 

58 

7 

• 

55 

45 

Farmers ,  farmhands 

75 

5 

2 

20 

112 

Housewives 

51 

8 

« 

41 

522 

Unemployed 

67 

- 

~ 

55 

15 

Pensioners;  retired 

57 

,4 

1 

58 

200 

Students,  apprentices 

77 

25 

~ 

13 

Religion: 

Catholics 

65 

6 

1 

50 

715 

Protestants 

66 

5 

1 

28 

755 

Others 

77 

5 

18 

22 

No  religion 

82 

9 

#■ 

9 

55 

(cont'd  on  next  page) 
*  Less  than  one  half  of  one  per  cent, 

**  Determined  by  political  and  organizational  participation. 

-  58  - 


ir^r 


sr*        V  * 


i-trs 


^Cont'd  from  preceding  pag«»}--.    ■ 


From  our 


From  the 

own  pro- 

From some- 

No 

No.  of 

USA 

duction 

where  else 

opinion 

cases 

Origin: 

Natives 

65fo 

6fo 

1/0 

289$ 

1255 

Expellees,  refugees 

61 

5 

1 

35 

290 

Jity  Size: 

Up      to    1,999 

65 

4 

1 

32, 

460 

2,000  to    4>999 

74 

5 

1 

22 

125 

5,000  to   24,999 

61 

7 

1 

31 

334 

25,000  to   99,999 

66 

7 

■» 

27 

254 

100,000  to  249,999 

66 

7 

1 

26 

138 

250,000  and  more 

67 

5 

1 

27 

216 

Jand: 

Schleswig/Hol stein, 

Haraburg,  Bremen 

80 

2 

•« 

18 

165 

Lov/er  Saxony- 

62 

4 

* 

34 

214 

North  Rhine/v/estphalia 

62 

6 

1 

51 

406 

Hesse 

67 

5 

M* 

28 

166 

Rhineland/Palatinate 

73 

6 

— 

21 

65 

Wuerttemberg/Baden 

60 

5 

* 

35 

207 

Bavaria 

64 

8 

1 

27 

282 

-  59  - 


"Do  you  "believe  the  federal  army  will  obtain  the  most 
modern,  and  the  best  equipment  available  with  these 
shipments,  or  do  you  think  this  will  not  he  the  case?" 


Best  equipment 

l^ill  not 

No 

No,  of 

available 

be  the  case 

opinion 

cases 

Total  West  Germany 

^^io 

55/0 

25^,.  1005$ 

1525 

Sexj 

Men 

44 

44 

12 

659 

Women 

45 

25 

32 

866 

Education: 

Elementary  school 

45 

51 

24 

1264 

Beyond  elementary 

45 

58 

17 

•  261 

Income: 

Up   to  149  DM 

45 

20 

35 

■  160 

15c  to  299  DM 

47 

28 

25  . 

■  512 

500  to  599  DM 

44 

35 

21 

566 

400  to  499  DM 

44 

54 

22 

257 

500  DM  and  more 

45 

58 

17 

343 

Wo  answer 

35 

54 

31 

87 

Opinion  Leadership  Scale; 

.  ** 

Very  active 

37 

52 

11 

79 

Somewhat  actiye 

47 

58 

15 

411 

Remainder 

43 

29 

28 

1055 

Socio-Economic  Status: 

Upper  classes 

46 

41 

13 

59 

Upper  middle  classes 

45 

56 

21 

560 

Lower  middle  classes 

44 

55 

23 

848 

Lower  classes 

49 

21 

50 

258 

i££5 

Up  to  24  years 

51 

27 

22 

165 

25  to  54  years 

44 

57 

19 

555 

55  to  44  years 

45 

51 

24 

279 

45  to  54  years 

45 

55 

22 

525 

55  years  and  above 

41 

51 

28 

405 

Party  Preference: 

SPD 

44 

40 

16 

354 

CDU/CSU 

58 

25 

17 

423 

FD? 

55 

'  57 

10 

81 

Other  parties 

51 

55 

14 

79 

No  party 

54 

40 

26 

319 

No  party  preference  st; 

ated      52 

25 

45 

269 

Occu-oation: 

-Professionals 

58 

42 

20 

40 

Businessmen 

42 

44 

14 

66 

Lliite  collar  workers 

39 

46 

15 

144 

Skilled  laborers 

47 

59 

14 

221 

Semi-skilled  laborers 

42 

41 

17 

127 

Domestic  service 

45 

15 

42 

45 

Farmers,  farmhands 

45 

57 

18 

112 

Kousev/ives 

46 

25 

29 

522 

Unemployed 

46 

27 

27 

15 

Pensioners;  retired 

45 

24 

31 

200 

Students,  apprentices 

31 

38 

31 

13 

Religion: 

Catholics 

48 

27 

25 

715 

Protestants 

42 

56 

22 

755 

Others 

45 

41 

14 

22 

No  religion 

30 

64 

6 

55 

(Cont'd  on  next  page) 
**  Determined  by  political  and  organizational  participation. 
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UNaASSIFM) 


lont'd  from  preceding  page)S£fli^!:^5M 


Best  equipment 
available 


•igin; 

Natives 

Expellees,  refugees 

ty  Size; 

Up     to    1,999 

2,000  to    4,999 

5,000  to   24,999 
25,000  to   99,999 
100,000  to  249,999 
250,000  and  more 
ndi 
Schleswig  /Holstein,  Ham"burg^ 

Bremen 
Lower  Saxony 
North  Rhine/Westphalia 
Hesse 

Rhineland/Palatinate 
Wuertteraberg/Baden 
Bavaria 


48 

45 

54 
48 

44 
44 
45 


47 
57 

47 
45 
52 

40 
49 


Will  not 

No 

No.  of 

be  the  same 

opinion 

oases 

55/^ 

25/0, 

,100^ 

1255 

50 

22 

290 

50 

25 

460 

46 

20 

125 

27 

25 

554 

54 

22 

254 

56 

20 

158 

54 

21 

216 

41 

12 

165 

56 

27 

214 

28 

25 

406 

55 

22 

166 

45 

25 

85 

51 

29 

207 

50 

21 

282 

-  61  - 


vMO^gSSB 


"Do  you  think  that  setting  up  the  federal  army  vill,  on 
the  uhole,  "bring  ub  economic  advantaged  or   economic  dis. 
advantages?" 


Econonio 

Economic 

advant- 

disadvant- 

Neither/ 

No 

Ho,  of 

ages 

ages 

Both 

nor 

opinion 

cases 

Total  V'est  Germany 

55fo 

Wo 

Wo 

l&fo 

21^.1 005^ 

1525 

Sex: 

Men 

57 

23 

10 

20 

10 

659 

T^onen 

32 

16 

7 

17 

28 

866 

Education; 

Elenentary  school 

51 

19 

8 

20 

22 

1264 

Beyond  elenentary 

43 

22 

12 

12 

11 

261 

Incone ; 

Up  to  149  DM 

31 

13 

5 

26 

27 

160 

150  to  299  DM 

52 

20 

8 

18 

22 

512 

500  to  599  DM 

31 

19 

9 

18 

25 

566 

400  to  499  DM 

35 

20 

12 

17 

16 

257 

500  DM  and  nore 

38 

22 

10 

15 

15 

345 

No  answer 

30 

15 

8 

23 

24 

8T 

Opinion  Leadership  Scale 

:** 

Very  active 

■  57 

34 

9 

14 

6 

79 

Somexrhat  active 

40 

24 

8 

18 

10 

411 

Remainder 

31 

16 

9 

19 

25 

1055 

Socio-- Economic  Status: 

Upper  classes 

46 

29 

15 

5 

7 

59 

Upper  middle  ilassee 

36 

21 

10 

16 

17 

380 

Lower  middle  classes 

31 

19 

9 

20 

21 

848 

Lover  classes 

52 

14 

5 

21 

28 

238 

Ap;e: 

Up  f.o  24  years 

31 

20 

7 

19 

23 

163 

25  to  54  years 

32 

20 

12 

18 

18 

555 

35  to  44  years 

37 

22 

7 

16 

18 

279 

45  "to  54  years 

32 

19 

9 

18 

22 

525 

55  years  and  above 

53 

17 

T 

20 

25 

405 

Party  Preference: 

SPD 

29 

25 

10 

21 

15 

354 

CDU/CSU 

44 

14 

8 

18 

16 

425 

PDF 

40 

21 

17 

14 

8 

81 

Other  parties 

43 

23 

14 

13 

7 

79 

No  party 

29 

20 

6 

23 

22 

319 

Ijo  party  preference 

stated 

22 

17 

7 

13 

41 

269 

Occupation: 

Professionals 

38 

30 

15 

2 

15 

40 

Businessmen 

30 

22 

21 

18 

9 

66 

T/hite-collar  workers 

33 

26 

12 

25 

14 

144 

Skilled  laborers 

35 

19 

10 

22 

H 

221 

Semi-  skilled  laborers 

42 

io 

8 

17 

13 

12T 

Domestic  service 

31 

15 

4 

27 

25 

45 

Farmers,  farmhands 

34 

21 

10 

22 

13 

112 

Housev;ives 

29 

17 

7 

19 

28 

522 

Unemployed 

34 

13 

33 

20 

15 

Pensioners;  retired 

35 

16 

4 

17 

28 

200 

Students,  apprentices 

61 

23 

8 

8 

13 

Religion: 

Catholics 

33 

17 

8 

20 

22 

715 

Protestants 

35 

20 

9 

16 

20 

755 

Others 

32 

41 

9 

. 

18 

22 

No  religion 

27 

40 

3 

24 

6 

33 

(cont'd  on  next  page) 
**  Determined  by  political  and  organizational  participation, 

.UNaASSIi^IH) 


ai;-d  from  pyecredlug'  page) 


p^CLASSJFim 


Economic   Economic 
advant-    disadvant- 
ages   ages 


Neither/  Ko        No.  of 
Both  nor opinion   oases 


D,t.i  yes 

A-pailees_,  refugees 


2;  000 

■3:000 

2,:' -.000 

joiooo 


to 
to 
to 
to 
to 


ly999 

4:999 

24;999 

99,999 
249,999 


50-000  and  more 

is  ' 

~,hl  0  s ',7 1  .g/Ho  1  s  t  e in  J 

Eaab ux  g ;  B  r  e  me  n 
Dwpr  Saxony 
orth  Rhine/West-' 

ph,a-l  la 
33se 

line land/Palatinate 
lie  rttemt  erg/Baden 
a  V  a  r.l.  a 


32fo 
40 

52 
46 
30 
33 
43 
27 


32 
31 

33 

31 
27 

22 
36 


20^ 
14 

17 
14 
20 

19 
17 
26 


22 
25 

18 
16 

7 
15 


11 

10 
8 
8 

9 
6 
8 


5 

4 

8 
16 
11 
13 

8 


l9fo 
17 

18 
20 
21 
16 
16 
19 


9 

16 

17 
19 
50 

22 
20 


21^, ,100^     1235 
18  290 


25 
12 
21 
23 
18 
20 


12 
24 

24 
18 

S5 

28 

14 


460 
123 
334 
254 
138 
216 


165 
214 

406 
166 

85 
207 
282 


t 


i>^ 


i. 
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